Wolli Creek Preservation Society rnc.
PO Box 270 Earlwood NSW 2206 . into@wollicreek.org.au . www.wolliasek.org.au
Mr Rob Stokes
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces
Parliament House, Sydney
Dear Mr Stokes
This is an appealto you to engage with fellow Ministers Melinda Pavey and Matt Kean to prevent an
environmental mis-step by the Government and to enable the completion of the Wolli Creek Regional
Park, which would be a big plus for the Government. The action we ask for is set out at the end of this
letter. Little has changed since we last wrote to you about this issue in October 2019.

Positive for the Government
The plus would be fulfilling a 1998 commitment by then Environment Minister, Tim Moore, to
establish the Wolli Creek Regional Park to protect the bushland of the Wolli Creek Valley. This was at
the time when the decision was made to put the M5East underground.

Protection of the hushland had been campaigned for two decades by local residents, led by the Wolli
Creek Preservation Society since its formation in 1983. The Society went on to promote the
introduction into Parliament in 1993 of a Private Member's Bill for the establishment of the Park (it
lapsed when Parliament was prorogued). The Society and a wide community have been pressing for
the completion of the Park ever since, but prsgress has been incredibly slow, over several changes in
Government.

Wolli Creek Regional Park is administered by the National Parks and Wildlife Service, with strong
support from the Wolli Creek Preservation Society, through public education, monitoring and practical
bush restoration work. The Regional Park is well regarded by your colleague the Minister for the
Environment, who has written recently: "Wolli Creek Regional Park provides rore and valuable open
spoce in the urbon environment between Bexley North and Earlwood. lt is a recreational and
educational resource for local and regional users that contains important habitat and feotures of
cu ltu ra I o nd
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stori co I si g n ifi ca nce."

The Regional Park is Ereatly valued by both local and regional communities for providing inner-urban
access to bushland and to the Two Valley Trail, which attracts walkers from all over the Sydney Basin
and from as far afield as Wollongon& the Blue Mountains, and the Central Coast. This value has
increased dramatically during COVID, with Park visitors now 25la/o of pre-COVID levels.

there are very many people who would welcome a decision to complete the Regional Park in your
Government's current term. lt is a very desirable Public Space, but ensuring its completion requires
some important action by the office of strategic Lands within your administration.
So,

Currently, about 74% of the designated Park area is in the hands of the National Parks and Wildlife
Service as Park managers. WE are confident about the handing over of a further 24% over lhe next few
years. Half of the remaining 2o/oisin private hands, but essentially unusable by the private owners, and
may have to be subject to compulsory acquisition orders as a final resort. Much other private land has
been acquired by agreement. The other 1% is in the hands of Sydney Water, a State-owned
Corporation and it is this that is the object of current concern.

The environmental mis-step

It is on lhis L % bloc( forming the eastern gateway to the Regional Park, that Sydney Water proposes
to build an industrial plant right aross the popular Two Vallev Trail that passes through the site. The
plant is an Odour Control Unit (OCU) to control both odour and corrosive gases in the sewer pipes. We
do not question the need for the OCU, just its location. And there is a better alternative nearby: a
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vacant, government-owned, non-bushland site, outside the Park boundaries.
Among the negative consequences of the proposed location, four stand out:
the destruction forever of a lovely natural sandstone cliff face;
the loss of an essential link between locat tandmarb Wolli Bluff, and the rest of the Park;
the loss from the Park of a significant area of restorable bushland;
the presence of a jarrlng modern plant dominating the heritage-listed 1890s South-West Ocean
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Outfall Sewer, which crosses Wolli Creek at this point.
We have prepared a six-minute video
{https:/lwww.voutube.com/watch?v=JzZXDprWTWc&feature=vout u.be) giving a succinct overview of
the various issues we have with the proposal. More detailed background information, timelines,
photos, and maps are available via the WCPS webpage
(http://www.wollicreek.org.aulwolli vallev/other-issues ) and the links provided there, including to
Sydney Water documents.
attaching a timeline of the more recent events concerning the establishment of the Regional Park
and our efforts to get Sydney Water to change its decision, along with a brief summary of the reasons
it has given for rejecting our alternative and our rebuttal of their reasoning. We contend that the
alternative site is not only better for the environment and heritage, but is also in the long run less
costly for Sydney Water.
I am

Our alternative involves a land swap between Sydney Water and the Department of Planning, and the
acquisition of one private block (because of Sydney Water's concern about its proximity to the new
location). This would free up the land lot currently owned by Sydney Water for inclusion in and
completion of the Regional Park.

Working with the Nature Conservation Council of NSW, we have prepared a petition to the Minister
for Water seeking public support for her to have Sydney Water/s location decision overturned. The
petition can be found on the NCC website. People have been signing this at over 1,000 a week since it
was launched on January 20.

Action sought
To make the alternative site a reality requires co-operation between Sydney Water, the Department of
Planning and the National Parks and Wildlife Service, but we believe that, given Sydney Water's
intransigence, it requires the three relevant Ministers to agree that it needs to happen. We are
confident that senior bureaucrats with decision-making authority can make the needed land-swap and
acquisition happen and happen expeditiously.
Please take action to work with your colleagues, the Minister for the Environment and the Minister For
Water, to make the needed decision at a political level and set the bureaurats to work on the necessary

steps.

Yours sincerely
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Gina Svolos

President
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