

	Term
	Meaning
	Comment

	aborigines
	The first people in a country.
	This term applies in all countries, not just Australia.

	Aboriginal heritage
	The land, understandings, culture and relationships that belong to a person by reason of birth.
	

	Aboriginal law
	Social control based on consensus, with the welfare of the community given priority over individual rights
	

	Ancestor spirits
	The humans who came to earth and the rivers, hills, plains and other special features they created where they travelled across the land
	Aboriginals believe that the past, present and future are all part of now.

	Bediagal
	The land of the people living on the south side of Cooks River
	Also known as the Bidjigal people.  Today’s Earlwood

	Cadigal-Wangal
	The land of the clan who lived immediately north of the Cooks River
	The area occupied today by Ashbury, Bexley, Canterbury, Croydon Park, Dulwich Hill, Earlwood, Hurlstone Park, Lakemba, Tempe and other suburbs

	clan
	A group of people who share traditional rights over certain land, and sites of significance within those lands
	Each clan thought to have 50 to 60 members (as many as two school classes)

	corroboree
	A special get-together of people from different clans, celebrated through dance and song.
	

	Country
	The land that a person belongs to
	Traditionally, this is the land where a person is born and where they and their ancestors journeyed.

	culture
	The set of common understandings and accepted ways of behaving shared by a group of people
	

	Daruk
	The tribe or nation that spoke a common Darul language.  
	Also spelt, ‘Dharug’ and ‘Darug’.

They lived in the area between Port Jackson and Botany Bay, extending to the Hawkesbury River in the north-west and Parramatta in the west.

	Dharawal
	The Aboriginal clan that lived south of the Georges River
	

	Dreaming
	An individual’s or group’s set of beliefs or spirituality
	Eg an Indigenous person might refer to Kangaroo Dreaming or Shark Dreaming.  The Dreaming extends from the beginning of time to the present and into the future.

	Dreamtime
	The Aboriginal concept of Creation which gives meaning to everything
	It includes rules about relationships between people, the land and all things Aboriginal

	elders
	The story-tellers in a tribe or clan who hold the knowledge that is passed down from generation to generation
	This wisdom makes these individuals very important members of their clans.

	Eora
	An Aboriginal word meaning ‘people’
	Used since the 1780s for the people living between Port Jackson and Botany Bay but there is no evidence that Aboriginal people used it in 1788 (Attenbrow, W, p 31)

	-gal
	Word ending that means, ‘the place of’ eg Cadigal is the place of the Cadi people; Wangal is the place of the Wan people
	Cadi referred to the north (of Botany Bay) and Wan referred to the south of Port Jackson (Attenbrow, V, pp 24-25), Bedi: south of Cooks River

	indigenous
	Plants, animals or people native to an area of land
	This term applies in all countries, not just Australia.

	Indigenous
	The original, first, native people of a land
	This term applies in all countries, not just Australia.

	Indigenous Australians
	The Aboriginal people of Australia
	

	kinship
	The connections between people and between people and the land
	

	Koori
	The word the Daruk people used to describe themselves.
	Also spelt, ‘kuri’

	lore
	The traditional learning passed down from one generation to the next
	

	midden
	An accumulation of shells, bones and sometimes charcoal and stone tools that has built up over many hundreds of years 
	Also called an Aboriginal rubbish dump and often found next to rivers, lakes and wetlands.

	nation
	A group who share the same language.  Also the area of land, river and sea that is the traditional land of each Aboriginal language group
	Preferable to ‘tribe’, which can be derogatory

	ngurra
	Aboriginal word for Country, the place where the Eora lived and roamed
	Try saying ‘sing’ to make the ‘ng’ sound, followed by,’urra’

	ochre
	White, red and yellow clays used for ceremonial painting on bodies and artwork on cave walls
	Found mostly in the desert areas of Australia. White represents the connection to the earth and spirit ancestors. Red was used when preparing for battle.

	sacred sites
	Places that had special significance for Aboriginal people
	Many of these sites were where babies were born, initiation ceremonies were held when boys and girls reached puberty, or where individuals were farewelled after they died.

	totem
	An individual or group’s special symbol, usually a bird or animal
	A person’s totem is an animal or bird that is nearby at the time of their birth.  In Aboriginal lore, the only food a person may not eat is his or her own totem.

Aboriginal people use ochres to paint their totem on their bodies for corroborees.

	tribe
	A group who share the same language.
	‘Tribe’ can have negative associations and ‘nation’ is used in preference.  A clan is a sub-group of a tribe or nation.


Note: The meanings correspond with the Glossary in the NSW Board of Studies, HSIE, K-6 Syllabus
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