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The Wolli Creek Valley has few heritage listed   
  items and those that exist are found in  
    unexpected places.

The SWOOS is largely 
hidden from public 
view, except for those 
who walk along the 
Two Valley Trail or 
passengers travelling 
by train from Tempe 
to Turrella. It was 
constructed between 
1895 and 1899 for 
the disposal of sewage from much of 
Southern Sydney. It stretched from 
Marrickville to Rockdale and crossed 
Wolli Creek on an aqueduct of decorative 
poly-chrome brickwork, typical of the 
time. The sewage flowed to a sewage 
farm located at present-day Barton 
Park. In 1916 the SWSOOS was extended 
to Long Bay. The whole of the sewage of 
Cooks River and Wolli Creek valleys now 
drains to this outfall.

Because of its significance as a 
late nineteenth century technical 
achievement and importance to the 
history of Sydney’s early disposal 
system, the aqueduct was included on 
the National Estate Register in 1989.

During the 1920s, a large underground 
sewer pipe was built through the 
bushland of the Wolli Creek Valley.  
The metal covers over the inspection 
points can be seen at regular intervals 
along the bush track.  

Few people realise the brick sewage 
viaduct that crosses Wolli Creek at 
Undercliffe near the junction with  
Cooks River is listed on the National 
Estate Register. 
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Jackson Place cottages
Nestled away under the cliff face, from which the stone 
used in their construction was quarried, stand six 
sandstone cottages. It is an unexpected corner of the 
Wolli Valley with a rural charm that seems far from the 
bustling city and industrial activity on their doorstep. 
For many years little was known of the cottages’ past. 
Few people took an interest in their history, let alone 
their preservation, as they were located within the road 
reservation and due to be demolished. Eventually their 
unique story was discovered and in 1998, Canterbury 
Council listed them as a heritage streetscape on the 
Local Environment Plan.

Grandfather said he built the 
cottages without assistance. He 

first quarried the stone which 
he cut and dressed.  He also 

did the plumbing, joinery and 
cabinet making and anything else 
required. The only thing he didn’t 

attempt was the electrical wiring.
George Brady, Jackson’s grandson was brought up by his 

grandfather and was proud of his grandfather’s achievements.

Built by William  
Jackson between  
1912 and 1918, the 
cottages are of similar 
design to workman’s 
weatherboard cottages 
except they are built 
with high quality local 
sandstone. Jackson’s 
story is an excellent example of the successful migrant 
experience. From coalminer in Yorkshire to market 
gardener, quarry owner and builder in Sydney, he attained 
an important place in local community and political life.  

     After migrating to Sydney with his wife and child 
in 1884, he moved into the Wolli Creek area in 
the 1890s and worked in sandstone quarries, 
He operated his own quarry from 1905 to 1908. 
The old quarry is now overgrown with native 
vegetation and barely visible along the track.

     In 1912 Jackson purchased land that was once 
part of the early Ballater Estate and set about 
the laborious task of building the cottages. 
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