
M5 EXPANSION
major tunnelling to have massive  

impact on Johnston Street and surrounds
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RTA TO RIP UP BUSHLAND AROUND JOHNSTON STREET
The indicative route for the proposed M5E expansion is shown above. The tunnel width is shown as 20 
metres, see picture below for the size of that! The cut and cover section would require digging a deep 
trench, wide enough for a four-lane highway, plus there would be all the associated construction sites, 
truck tracks and spoil piles (to say nothing of the noise and traffic during construction). 

It’s doubtful we’d have much bushland left between Bexley Road and Illoura Reserve. The works go 
through areas still owned by the RTA, despite the Government’s 1998 commitment to transfer them to 
the Wolli Creek Regional Park. 

This line at the bend in Johnston Street is 20 metres wide – the deep cut trench will be wider than this through the 
bushland behind, destroying it all.



 

Wolli Creek Regional Park – bushland 
below Johnston Street  

WHAT’S UNDER THREAT?
Many volunteers have given loads of time over several years to help 
restore the bushland below Johnston Street. The regeneration of native 
plants (ferns, orchids and wildflowers) has been fantastic, but all of this 
will be swept away by the M5 duplication.

THE PROSPEcTS
The RTA says the land ‘may’ be needed. The (present) State Government 
has no funds, and has put any duplication 10 years into the future 
– unless the Commonwealth Government is willing to find the money. 
The Commonwealth Government budget is very tight at present. So 
does this mean there is nothing to worry about? Unfortunately, no! The 
Commonwealth Government, like the RTA, thinks that only extra road 
space can reduce congestion on the M5. Most of the congestion is due 
to single–occupant cars. And many of these cars are there because of the 
lack of viable transport alternatives.

Building more motorways, and adding more lanes, results in something 
now well-known as the induced traffic effect – new roads or lanes attract 
more and more vehicles, and soon congestion returns to previous levels, 
only with more vehicles and more emissions (in Los Angeles even 20-lane 
freeways still become congested!)

But there are also many vested interests pushing for a road solution 
for freight and passenger movement in the South West corridor. So the 
Commonwealth, or the next State Government, could decide to find the 
money. The RTA’s bulldozers could then move in.

THE ALTERNATIvES
There are ways to reduce congestion on the M5 without duplicating it, and 
wrecking the bushland and creek in the process. Duplication is most likely 
to result in a white elephant when world economies pick up, peak oil hits 
home, and the price of oil starts to again rise – a tunnel may be only useful 
for growing mushrooms! The money would be much better spent on other 
things, especially public transport.

What we need are price incentives to encourage people to move to non-car 
transport – especially for commuting trips. Vital infrastructure must also be 
constructed to make that move more useful, convenient and comfortable. 
More on this later.

 
WHAT YOU cAN DO

•    contact Linda Burney MP, Member for Canterbury: T 9718 1234  E linda.burney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

•  contact David Borger MP, Minister for Roads: T 9228 3555  E minister@borger.minister.nsw.gov.au

•    visit the Wolli Creek Preservation Society website and sign our petition for completion of the Regional 
Park: www.wollicreek.org.au

•    Join the Society to increase the strength of our voice and keep up-to-date  
with what’s happening: E info@wollicreek.org.au

•    Follow developing events via Facebook: facebook.com/protectwollicreekvalley 

•    Follow developing events via Twitter: twitter.com/wollipossum 

Wolli Creek Preservation Society Inc.

PO Box 270 Earlwood NSW 2206


