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Join us for

DINNER WITH

SPIDERWOMAN
OUR 30th ANNUAL DINNER

Friday 3rd November, from 6pm
The Scots Club, 29 Burrows St Arncliffe
Next to Arncliffe Station

LIZZY LOWE & friend

BOOK EARLY, BOOK FOR MANY

PLEASE SAVE US HAVING TO CALL YOU AND CHASE YOU UP TO CONFIRM ATTENDANCE
Please note the change of location, date and speaker due to circumstances beyond our control.
Lizzy is a postdoctoral fellow studying the impact of urbanisation on spiders. She has extensive knowledge of spider ecology and biology and is passionate about the conservation of beneficial spider species.
The majority of her work has taken place in Sydney, and she has studied everything from inner city backyards to the beautiful NSW national parks, including the Wolli Creek Valley. See http://lizzylowe.net

Lizzy’s talk will be on SPIDERS IN BACKGARDENS: WHY WE NEED THEM AND HOW WE CAN
ENCOURAGE THEM.
The cost will remain at $50 per person. Direct deposit to BSB 032067 Acc 288295. Please make sure you
include your surname and “ADin” as identifier, and also please send an email to info@wollicreek.org.au so
that we are alerted to the deposit. Send cheques to Treasurer WCPS at 17 Heath St Bexley North 2207.

WCPS Public Meeting, 17 July

PRIORITY PRECINCTS
Open Season on High Rise

Large areas of Earlwood, Bardwell Park, Campsie and Canterbury have been earmarked to be rezoned to
accelerate fast-track new housing. The precincts are designed to provide higher density housing close to public
transport, shops and services. But the medium-density suburban character, steep topography and risk of flooding in our Valley make these locations inappropriate for high-rise and any proposed development needs to be
done with extensive community consultation.

WCPS Public Meeting – BIG TURNOUT BY CONCERNED RESIDENTS
Concerned about the effect of the proposed Priority Precincts on the bush of Wolli Creek Regional Park, WCPS
called a public meeting in Earlwood, attended by about 200 people wanting to share their concerns. Ably MCed
by Deryn Griffiths, the meeting helped people to share and discuss what information they had and to prepare
them for a ‘drop-in’ information evening at Rockdale Town Hall, organised by the Department of Planning and
Environment. “Many were alarmed about the implications for their homes and neighbourhoods, but the general
focus was on community-wide matters.” Peter Stevens said the meeting hall was “full to its licensed capacity,
with an impromptu overflow meeting held outside, despite the dropping temperatures”.

Drop-In Session, Rockdale Town Hall

ROCKDALE TOWN HALL DROP-IN INFO SESSION, 24th July
Most of the many people who made the effort to attend on the night were frustrated by the lack on information
from the Department of Planning and Development on exactly what was planned. The few people employed to
answer our questions told us that planning was in early stages and they wanted to hear what the community
wanted. However, the forms that we were given to fill out only allowed people to state what they like about their
suburb, but NOT what they dislike about inappropriate high density development in our Valley.

SAVE OUR VALLEY is a new independent group set up to focus on Priority Precinct issues for Bardwell Park,
Bardwell Valley, Earlwood and Turrella. WCPS will be independently involved in Priority Precinct issues, but
focussing on those affecting the bushland and the creeks.

saveourvalley@gmail.com is the email address for the new group
or follow the group on facebook.com/saveourvalleyBET
To stay in touch with the wider issues about Priority Precincts
then join Save Our Valley ($10/p.a.) via email
Save Our Valley aims to:
•
alert the local community to the Priority Precinct development plans for the suburbs of Bardwell Park,
Bardwell Valley, Earlwood and Turrella, as those plans evolve
•
address issues arising from the Priority Precinct proposals and potential rezonings in those suburbs
•
act as a channel for the community to express its concerns about the proposals
•
advocate for outcomes that respect the rights and values of existing residents of those suburbs and
that are compatible with the valley’s topography, amenity, and heritage
SOV believes that roads, schools and public transport are already at capacity in the Valley. Residents have
noted that schools have no vacancies for an influx of new students. In the commuter hours, traffic on many
routes is already bumper-to-bumper and trains arrive at the stations already full or with limited standing room.
“SOV has collected a whole raft of other concerns and questions that it would like to see answered and will be
seeking answers from those who should know,” said founding member Peter Stevens.
Of great concern is that the Valley is also home to Wolli Creek National Park, a green space that doubles as the
only large ‘’green lung’’ in the Inner South-West. SOV and Valley residents are concerned that development,
especially high rise, will irreparably compromise this unique environment, which existing residents and future
generations of Australians have a right to enjoy.

Male Variegated Wren, spotted by Voren O’Brien
on the Girrahween Track. A rare sighting!
AND she managed to get a great shot as well.

In the Valley
WINTER AND WILDFLOWER WALKS
Gina Svolos
We had two walks exploring different parts of the Wolli Creek valley over winter that proved to be very popular
and gave us the opportunity to share the beauty of our local bushland with our newer members. It is a joy to reveal this bushland and to see the surprise on the faces of those on the walk when they see the wildflowers and
the stunning sandstone rock faces, often for the first time, culminating with the view from Nannygoat Hill.
We even had some young people join us and as their mum wrote afterwards, “The kids loved it .....an ideal way
to be in the outdoors and screen free”.
Keep an eye out on our website and Facebook page for further walks in the valley planned for later in the year.

DEB LITTLE POINTS OUT WILDFLOWERS
HARDENBERGIA AND PANDOREA
Gina Svolos

BUSHWALKERS ON NANNYGOAT HILL
Gina Svolos

EARLWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL EXCURSIONS INTO THE VALLEY
Abi Curtis
In August, all teachers and students from years 3 and 4 at Earlwood
Public School were lucky enough to take a bushwalk along the Two
Valley Trail from Girrahween Park to Turrella and back as part of their
new geography and science unit.
Students were asked to identify different ground covers, shrubs and
trees along the way. The groups will most likely be back again later
in the term to further their studies utilising the valley’s flora and fauna to its full advantage in their curriculum.
The teachers have used Nadia Wheatley and Ken Searle’s book,
‘Going Bush’ as a reference for their new unit of study. A special
thanks to Maggie Aitken for generously donating her time in guiding
the teachers through the valley before the excursions.
Maggie kindly shared her passion and knowledge with the teachers,
which they could in turn pass on to their students. We look forward
to facilitating more school excursions through the valley.

COMING UP ON OCTOBER 7

Wolli from Creek to Crest

KAYAKING/WALKING RETURN TRIP
Saturday 7 October in the morning

$50 p.p.

NO CHILDREN UNDER 10; UNDER 18s MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT

The tour will last for approximately 4 hours, including a kayaking induction and safety briefing, about 1 hour of
relaxed paddling UP Wolli Creek to the Henderson St weir, a tour around Turrella Reserve, where many things
by way of environmental improvement are happening, a visit to the fishway and the Flying-fox camp and a
walk up Nanny Goat Hill, all with commentary; then down again and a leisurely paddle back DOWN Wolli
Creek to a cuppa and a bowl of hearty soup at the River Canoe Club.
The tour will begin and end at the River Canoe Club in Tempe on Richardson Crescent. The clubhouse is on
the banks of the Cooks River, right opposite the northern side of Tempe Railway Station and directly next to
the Concordia Bowling Club, where you can park your car if you are driving. Bring sturdy shoes that you don’t
mind getting wet, hat, sunscreen, sunglasses), bottle of water, light snack, towel, suitable clothing that doesn’t
matter if it gets wet (swimmers, shorts and t-shirt are best).
Additional info: 9554 3176 (Peter or Deb) or 0412 596 874 (Peter)

Register at info@wollicreek.org.au

BUSHCARE at PAPERBARK CREEK
Coir logs protecting slope edge of lower
right bank Sept 2017

Coir logs redirecting ﬂow in ﬂoodplain, looking towards the
lower left left bank Sept 2017

WCPS has been working on Paperbark Creek since 2008 to restore the whole of its lower catchment between
Wolli Creek and Bray Ave. We are half way through a grant period for an Environmental Trust grant for work at
the creek. Much work has been done on weeding the lower right bank, planting in the lower flood plain and
soft armouring of the lower creek banks.
Armouring is done with soft coir logs, as seen in the pictures, to stop high water flows from scouring the bank
and depositing huge quantities of silt on top of our refuge plantings of Carex fascicularis (Tassell Sedge).
This Sedge is relatively rare in the Sydney Basin and is being swamped or buried in its current location at
the Billabong off Bray Avenue. The coir logs will gradually decay as plantings take hold. Fifty more logs are
planned to be installed on the site.

CAREX FASCICULARIS
(Tassell Sedge)

Justin Cahill, past President of the Society, has had a long association with the Wolli Creek Valley and wrote a
column on the natural history of the Valley for the now-defunct Earlwood News from1992 to 1998. He has recently updated his book on the Battle for Nannygoat Hill: Australia’s First Campaign to Save Urban Bushland.
You can buy Justin’s books on www.smashwords.com. The direct links are:
Birds of Western Wolli Creek

Introducing the Birds of Wolli Creek

Notes from a Small valley part I

We’ll Fight ‘Em to the Finish

Notes from a Small Valley, part II

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS AT DERYN’S

DERYN’S T-SHIRT PROMPTS QUESTIONS

A new members’ afternoon is planned for
Sat 14 Oct. Contact membership@wollicreek.
org.au if you haven’t received an invite and
would like to attend.

PUT IN YOUR T-SHIRT ORDER NOW
Wearing Wolli Creek Preservation Society t-shirts is a good way to promote the society. A whole family in
matching shirts, or even one person, often prompts questions from the public about what the society does.
Please put your order in by 30 Sept for the next print run. T-shirts can be collected from Earlwood, or we can
arrange for you to collect them at the Annual Dinner on 3 November. Full details of styles and sizing are available from our website or from me. The cost is still only $20 per shirt.
You can pay WCPS by direct deposit (preferred) to BSB 032 067 (Westpac) WCPS Inc A/c No. 288295.
Include T_order and your surname with the deposit and email details of the payment to info@wollicreek.org.
au. Cheque or cash also accepted. Please send details of your order as requested to me at deryngriffiths@
optusnet.com.au or call me on 9591 1828 if you have any queries.

Deryn Griffiths, WCPS Committee Member

MEMBERSHIP
Family One Year $15
Individual One Year $10
Concession $7
Group Membership $30
Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 067
WCPS Inc 288295, with your
SURNAME and RENEW in
the information line
Email membership@wollicreek.org.au to
confirm years and any donation included

BUSHCARE ON WOLLI BLUFF
Abi Curtis

CALENDAR
Bush Regeneration

Sept 2, 10, 13, 16, 22 (U’cliffe) Oct 8, 11, 14 (P’bark), 20, 21
Nov 4, 8, 12, 17, 18
Dec 2, 10, 13, 15, 16

Details via bushcare@wollicreek.org.au, website calendar or phone 9554 3176.
Always check in case of changes at short notice.

Bat Counting

Generally, third Friday of each month, just after sunset.

Bird Surveys

Ten teams are doing regular monthly surveys of bird species and
numbers present. They work to their own timetable, but we can get you

For up-to-date details, join the bat group email list by contacting bats@wollicreek.org.au and come along to see the fly-out or join in the counting

involved on a team if you contact birds@wollicreek.org.au

Committee Meetings

Annual Dinner

Sept 25, Oct 23, Nov. 27.
Inner south-west CDO, suite 1, Ground Floor, 11–13 Hartill-Law Avenue
Bardwell Park. All members are welcome to attend the meetings, but
notification to WCPS is essential due to security at the building.

Friday 3 November 6pm. The Scots Club, 29 Burrows St. Arncliffe
Right opposite Arncliffe railway station on the eastern side.
Cost $50 per person.

Kayak Trip

Saturday 7th Oct. See info on page 6. Cost $50 per person

Wolli Valley Walks

Sun 15 Oct Leaders Guided Walk, Bexley Rd to Tempe

For registration, contact info@wollicreek.org.au

Booking essential via email judy@imageoz.net
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