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Deb Little’s fantastic organisation 
skills have paid off again. Despite 
cold damp weather, about 200 
people came to walk through the 
Western Gateway bush and signed 
the No WestConnex petition.
“I'd like to thank the small army 
of helpers, the experts at kid’s 
activities and those who staffed our 
meet and greet spot at the start of 
the bush track,” said Deb, “Also, 

much-needed portaloo.

Photos clockwise from top left:
Deb LIttLe huGs A tree, photo 
Laura Zusters. WALkING the 
bush trACk, photo Deb Little. 
ANNette O’bree & ANNA Le 
mesurIer At NO WestCONNex 
stALL, photo stine baska. ANOuk 
AND mILO WILLIAms eNjOyING 
kIDs’ ACtIvItIes At ILLOurA 
reserve, photo stine baska.

thanks to the bush regenerators 
and musicians, Damon bassett for 
design of the flyer and of course 
Ann Porter and Nancy Griffith in the 
refreshment tent.”
the big thrill from a WCPs perspective 
was the $477 in donations for 
refreshments, so a very big thank-you 
to all of those who donated the huge 
array of delicious food. Canterbury 
City Council helped by providing a 
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TREE-MENDOUS WOLLI DAY LINKS

here is a link to photos from tree-mendous Wolli 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wolli_events/sets/ 

thanks to Deb Little, sandi bruer, stine baska and 
other contributors. 

If you have some photos from tree-mendous Wolli 
that you would be happy to share via Flickr, please 
send them to us at  
info@wollicreek.org.au 
 
two great videos by Laura Zusters about the day 
can be seen on our youtube Channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/wollicreekvalley/
videos

proposal that will have negative 
impacts on the Wolli Creek valley’s 
bushland or tempe Wetlands,  and 
requests the General manager write 
to the state Government asking 
them to commit to the preseration of 
the Wolli Creek valley’s bushland and 
tempe Wetlands and to ensure that 
no roads, or construction of roads, 
impinge upon these areas.”

the motion was seconded by esta 
Paschilidis-Chilas (ALP) also of east 
Ward. An amendment was moved 
by michael howatt, which sought 
to remove the ‘formally oppose’ 
wording. that was defeated and the 
original motion then passed on the 
voices.

this is a good result for us! the great 
turnout was due to Deb’s immense 
research through the WCPs contact 
list (1725 names) to find potential 
attendees and Deryn’s persistent 
phoning around to encourage people 
to come along, and their willingness 
to do so.

Almost thirty WCPs 
supporters made their 
presence felt at a Canterbury 
Council meeting where 
Linda eisler (Greens) moved 
a motion that “Canterbury 
Council joins marrickville 
Council in formally opposing 
the WestConnex motorway 
and widening of the m5 east 
and any other motorway 

MOTION
CARRIED

Pester POWer
Our newsletter editor Laura has started an online 
petition to lobby Canterbury Council to help save 
Wolli Creek valley bushland from Westconnex. If you 
care, please sign this petition and pass it on to your 
friends

share with your friends on Facebook too. When you 
sign, the Canterbury mayor and several Councillors 
each get an email letting them know how we feel. 
 
https://www.change.org/p/canterbury-council-save-
wolli-creek-valley-bushland-from-westconnex

Wolli Creek SupporterS Celebrate at CounCil  
Photo kathy bader
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pre-construction work on the 
WestConnex toll road and the 
proposed duplication of the M5 
east (Westconnex Stage 2) means 
we are edging ever closer to the 
destruction of Wolli Creek’s unique 
Western Gateway bushland.

The first drilling has commenced 
for WestConnex along the m4 east 
corridor, and exploratory drill holes 
have also been identified in Tempe, 
marrickville, sydenham and st 
Peters for another section of the 
road.

A group of Wolli Creek Preservation 
society members and supporters 
recently came together to discuss 
the threat of WestConnex stage 2 to 
this important green corridor. 

the sydney Fungal studies Group led a july 
collecting trip in the Wolli Creek valley. 

this valuable citizen science is a chance for 
beginners to learn about this important, diverse 
and fascinating group of decomposers. 

A month of dry weather meant less fungi were 
out than we’d hoped, but the three groups had 
an interesting morning collecting specimens, then 
identifying them after lunch at Girrahween Park.

the bushland area affected: 

Contains some 1,500 trees above • 
the size covered by Canterbury 
Council’s tree preservation 
order. 

Is a significant part of the Valley’s • 
vital habitat corridor for urban 
wildlife. 

Contains historic evidence of • 
Depression-era settlement. 

Is the start of the Wolli section • 
of the popular two valley trail 
walk.

the society has had a strong 
response from members to form 
a campaign group to organize the 
society’s opposition to the road. 
We are heartened by Ashfield and 
marrickville Councils, which listened 

to their residents and helped 
stop the proposed destruction of 
Ashfield Park and Tempe Wetlands 
by Westconnex. Alternative routes 
have been promised by the state 
Government to avoid these areas.

According to the WestConnex 
Delivery Authority, the final route for 
the duplication of the m5 east tunnel 
is “subject to further investigation 
and consultation”. this means 
there is still an opportunity for us 
to pressure the Government (and 
the ALP Opposition) to consider 
alternatives to the destruction of two 
hectares of our bushland.  

help us to make the society’s voice 
heard loud and clear in the period 
up to the next State election – find 
out how you can help by contacting 
info@wollicreek.org.au.

FORAGING FOR FUNGI

Judith Gover froM SfSGi ShoWS off her funGi  
Photo Laura  Zusters

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN TO SAVE WOLLI’S 
BEAUTIFUL WESTERN GATEWAY BUSHLAND

have a look at Quentin Dempster’s 
story on community oppostion to 
Westconnex, recently shown on 
the AbC’s 7.30 report. the story is 
mostly about Ashfield residents, but 
does include a very short segment 
on the threatened bush of the Willi 
Creek valley and features an inter-
view with Peter stevens.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-
09-19/meet-the-locals-sceptical-
about-sydney-freeway/5757464
the story has drawn a response 
from the WestConnex Delivery 
Authority, who have contacted 
WCPs to arrange a meeting to 
provide a project update and 
seek initial feedback. We’ll let 
you know when that will be.

WCPS on ABC’s 
7.30 Report
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since 2008 the society has been 
keeping an active watch over 
“developments” at this industrially 
zoned site, which sits immediately 
adjacent to the creek bank just 
downstream of the footbridge and 
fishway at Turrella Reserve.

Originally owned by the Dept of 
Planning, it has now had a few 
subsequent owners and DA’s 
approved by rockdale Council 
for 20 industrial units. WCPs has 
previously put in submissions in 
response to these DA’s. the plot 
has thickened somewhat with the 
latest owner, who previously owned 
and ran a company, sydney Civil, 
from the former streets factory site 
in turrella st, now occupied by the 
Genesis project (six stories; 280 
apartments). he has not proceeded 
with the approved development of 
industrial units, but rather, has been 
running an unapproved storage and 
holding yard for the engineering/
building/landscaping company he 
runs (many local Councils including 
rockdale are among his clients). 

In september 2012, an alternative DA 
for a storage and holding yard was 
submitted and then subsequently 
withdrawn in November 2012. 
WCPs again put in a submission, 
highlighting many problematic issues 
(the site is also on the Contaminated 
Lands register).

From march 2014, the continuation 
of the unapproved holding/storage 
yard activity was energetically 
drawn to the attention of Council 
by society members, but still there 
was no action initiated by Council 
until late july – again at the society’s 
continued pressing. 

 

there have been unexplained delays 
from Council’s end, and now, after 
the serving of “a please explain 
letter” and then a legal ‘Notice’ (both 
processes allowing a number of 
weeks for a response), plus meetings 
between the owner, Council officers 
and two Councillors, the owner has 
now submitted a DA for the very 
activity that he has been carrying out 
unapproved for well over 12 months. 
After yet more correspondence to 
Council, we have been notified that 
due to this DA, Council will “refrain 
from taking further enforcement 
action” until this DA is determined.

We’ve had some media coverage 
of the issue, but are now faced with 
writing yet another submission, 
and left wondering about a process 
that makes it so hard to stop what 
are essentially illegal development 
activities. And we are left in doubt 
about whether there will be any 

penalty at all for this unapproved 
development– and on such a scale, 
given this is a sizable industrial site 
right next to Wolli creek.

Our investigations are still continuing, 
and if you are interested, or have 
skills relevant to planning and 
development issues (or investigative 
journalism!) please contact us at 
info@wollicreek.org.au

deb little

THE SAGA OF 1-3 HENDERSON 
ST. TURRELLA, ON THE BANKS 
OF WOLLI CREEK



Update  September 2014 Wolli Creek Preservation Society 5

these popular trips are starting up again as the spring 
weather warms up and the tides are right.

If you haven’t been on one of these trips – don’t miss 
out. they are fantastic and give you a very different 
experience of Wolli Creek. starting from the river 
Canoe Club tempe, you’ll take a leisurely trip up Wolli 
Creek, through the mangroves to explore turrella 
Reserve. The morning finishes with a welcome lunch 
back at the Canoe Club.

the WCPs AGm will be held 
from 7pm on Wed 22 October 
when all positions are up for 
election. Our constitution 
allows for a total of 12 people 
on the committee, but we have 
struggled through the last year 
with only five. So new blood 
is definitely needed. There is 
a nomination form with this 
update and we encourage you 
to put shyness and modesty 
aside and nominate yourself and 
seek out a seconder or ask a 

KAYAK TRIP Wolli Creek to Crest 
11 OCTOBER & 8 NOVEMBER

committee member to second you. 
Nominations need to be received 
by close of business on Wed 8 
October and must be sent by paper 
mail to PO box 270 earlwood 2206 
to arrive by then, or scanned and 
emailed to info@wollicreek.org.au.

the society is an entirely volunteer 
organization and can only thrive 
if lots of people contribute to it’s 
activities and to it’s running. We 
sorely need people willing to take 
an organizing role for some small 
area of the work, or for a specific 

project, and who will undertake 
to ensure that it is carried 
forward. We have many people 
willing to help, if only someone 
would organise them - this could 
be you!.

the AGm venue is to be the 
offices of the ISW CDO at 11-13 
hartill-Law Avenue, bardwell 
Park (very close to the station). 
All members are welcome to 
attend, but we need you to let us 
know if you are coming, because 
of security arrangements.

WCPS AGM 22 OCTOBER NEW BLOOD NEEDED

photo deb little

It’s time to make a commitment 
now and sign up for another 
wonderful Annual Dinner. yes, we 
are pestering you and we get tired 
of chasing people up! the time 
grows closer and soon we have 
to give definite numbers to the 
caterers. 

send us an email and let us know 
how many people you want to book 
for. Direct deposit into our account 
WCPs Inc bsb 032067 Account 
288295 with your name and number 

26th ANNUAL DINNER 

of tickets, or send us a cheque. 
Cost is $45.

Our guest speaker is bird expert 
richard major from the Australian 
museum, who will be speaking 
about the very charismatic White-
fronted Chat, a bird of saltmarsh 
areas, which is not having an easy 
time of it in its habitat in urban 
areas. recently richard visited 
areas of existing and reconstructed 
saltmarsh in the Wolli Creek and 
Cooks river areas. he has been 
monitoring the White-fronted Chats 
in the towra Point area on botany 
bay.

MEGA RAFFLE     
LOTS OF GREAT PRIZES     
MANY WINNERS

Friday 17th October, St George Rowing Club
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In the Valley...

photoS CloCkWiSe froM top left:

rainboW lorikeetS buSy renovatinG 
their neSt in the holloW of an 
anGophora, photo Laura Zusters

pat thoMaS, buShCare on underCliffe 
traCk, Photo Laura Zusters

White-neCked (or paCifiC) heron by the 
railWay traCkS near the Creek 
Photo robyn mcGregor

hardenberGia in turrella reServe 
Photo Laura Zusters
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this beautiful honeyeater with 
its long curving beak has been 
spotted in greater numbers this 
spring by many people in the 
valley - both bird watchers and 
gardeners. It feeds on insects and 
both native and exotic flowers. 
they are sometimes observed 
travelling in the company of other 
small birds, like silvereyes. safety 
in numbers!

The first unmistakable screeching call of a 
ChANNeL-bILLeD CuCkOO was heard in 
the valley on september 15, a sure sign that 
summer is on it’s way. 

the Channel-billed Cuckoo migrates to 
northern and eastern Australia from New 
Guinea and Indonesia between August and 
October each year, then leaves Australia in 
February or march. these huge cuckoos with 
their massive bill are the largest of all parasitic 
birds and lay their huge eggs in the nests of 
hapless Currawongs, Crows, magpies and 
other birds.

On saturday september 13, Peter and 
Deb guided their last full valley walk for 

some time. 

they led 15 walkers through the 4.5 
kilometre leisurely walk from bexley 

North to undercliffe, providing an 
extensive historical and environmental 
commentary along the way. A highlight 

was a stop off at jackson Place for 
refreshments, and a short video and talk 

by long term member judy Finlason at 
her lovely home in jackson Place.

SEPTEMBER VALLEY WALK

Channel-billed CuCkooS hidinG froM CurraWonGS  
Photo Laura Zusters 

eaStern Spinebill, Photo Wikipedia

Great eGret fiShinG at the Weir 
Photo Deb Little

SpiderWeb art, Photo Deb Little

CHANNEL-BILLED CUCKOOS

EASTERN SPINEBILL
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Bush regeneration:  Oct 4, 8, 12, 17, 18, 26. 
Nov 1, 9, 12, 14, 15, 22. Dec 6, 10, 14, 19, 20.  
Get details of locations via email bushcare@
wollicreek.org.au or from WCPs or website 
calendar. Always check in case of changes at 
short notice

Grey-headed Flying Fox Count: Generally, 
third Friday of each month, just after sunset. For 
up-to-date details, join the bat group email list 
by contacting bats@wollicreek.org.au and come 
along to see the fly-out or join in the counting

Bird surveys: ten teams are doing regular 
monthly surveys of bird species and numbers 
present. they work to their own timetable, but 
we can get you involved on a team if you contact 
birds@wollicreek.org.au

Committee Meetings: sep 24, Oct 22, including 
AGm, Nov 26.  Inner south-west CDO, suite 1, 
Ground Floor, 11–13 hartill-Law Avenue bardwell 
Park. All members are welcome to attend the 
meetings. Notification to WCPS essential due to 
security at the building.

Friday 17 October – Annual Dinner. see 
elsewhere in this update for more details.

Sunday 19 Oct - Walk the Wolli Track.  With 
environmental and historical commentary along 
the Wolli track from bexley North to Wolli bluff 
above Waterworth Park. A special focus on the 
section threatened by WestConnex and the large 
number of bush restoration and stormwater 
management sites, plus a visit to the fishway. 
Free to members, but registration is essential 
as numbers are limited. Allow about 4.5 hours. 
Contact WCPs to register

Oct 11 and Nov 8 - Wolli Creek to Crest Kayak 
trips. Always very popular, so you need to 
register early with WCPs* to ensure your place.  
Cost is $40.  Contact WCPs to register. 

*WCPS info@wollicreek.org.au T 0431 914 553.
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Wolli Creek Preservation Society
PO Box 270 Earlwood NSW 2208
T 02 9554 3178 E info@wollicreek.org.au  
www.wollicreek.org.au
http://twitter.com/wollipossum  
www.facebook.com/protectwollicreekvalley
www.youtube.com/wollicreekvalley

WCPs volunteers staffed a stall at the 
popular earlwood Ps Fair and spoke to local 

families and residents about our wonderful 
local bushland and valley. many people came 

up for a chat and to get information about 
activities they could do in the valley.

daria o’neill and tiM pullen  
Photo Laura Zusters

A week after tree-mendous Wolli, Illoura 
reserve was bustling again, this time as part 
of Australia’s largest annual community tree-
planting event. Around 20 people planted 
native trees, shrubs and grasses to extend 
the bushland.  Canterbury Council funded the 
plants and kicked in with a sausage sizzle.

CoMMunity plantinG 
event 27th July 2014

NATIONAL TREE DAY

EARLWOOD PUBLIC 
SCHOOL SPRING FAIR


