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THIS SEPTEMBER COME CELEBRATE

NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY MONTH
Everyone Invited To Our Events For People Of All Ages

We’re so lucky to have Wolli Creek beautiful bushland on our doorstep and springtime is an ideal time to enjoy
this unique area. It’s all too easy to take the valley for granted and forget the importance the Wolli Creek
Valley plays in preserving biodiversity within our urban environment.

SUNDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER

Morning ‘Wonderful Wolli’ family celebration in Turrella Reserve with short guided walks and children’s games.
Bring a picnic lunch.

SUNDAY 22 SEPTEMBER

Guided walk through the Valley with Ute Foster
Members will be notified of other activities run by WCPS, Councils and others.

Mistletoe Bird

Clamorous Reed Warbler

Shili

Red-browed Finch or Firetail

Georgina

LONGTIME BUSHCARE
SUPERVISOR GEORGINA
WILL BE FAMILIAR TO MANY
OF YOU
SHE HAS TAKEN OVER
FROM PETER AS
THE NEW BUSHCARE
COORDINATOR

NEW BUSHCARE COORDINATOR
Georgina San Roque

Georgina:
“Peter is actually irreplaceable, but I will do what I can! Happily, he will still be involved in the Valley but more
as his own time allows. I am planning to be at the Johnston St and Bray Avenue sites as before, and to visit the
other sites within a few months, to meet volunteers there and see the sites. Deb Little will continue to look after
the Paperbark site and Pat Thomas will continue to look after the Undercliffe Track and The Bluff sites.”

THE BRAY AVE SITE IS LOOKING TERRIFIC

“The billabong is going well now. The plantings of Melaleuca (Snow in Summer) and Alocasuarina are holding
well and the Swamp Mahogany is regenerating. We’ve also uncovered a bit of history when we found an old
tennis court that belonged to the farm that used to be here.
I’ve worked here on these sites for fifteen years or more, coming over from Waverton. This Valley is a great
pocket of diversity, which attracts the wildlife. We see such good birdlife here, and turtles and water dragons.
This protected bushland in the Valley makes an essential wildlife corridor. We are helping create such great
natural habitat for local birds and animals. The birds love the diversity of plant life we have here now.”

AND ISN’T THIS GOOD??

Long time resident of the Valley and leading member of RAPS (Residents Against Polluting Stacks), Mark
Curran was at Bardwell Park RSL next to the Bray Ave wetland in February. He looked down into the billabong
and was surprised and pleased to see “10 long-necked turtles and an enormous eel in the water”.

“Fifteen years ago, this was covered in vines and
we didn’t know where to start.”

BEFORE: Georgina in vines fifteen years ago, before work started

NOW: Native wetland, after rehabilitation

James

John

BUSHCARE IS PEOPLE POWER

Last year WCPS Bushcare volunteers set a new record of 1400 ‘people hours’
contributed to the Valley in a calendar year
Georgina:
“Bushcare involves some heavy work, but also a lot of fine work where you are down on the ground, carefully
searching for weeds, noticing the regeneration. You have to go gently and slowly. It’s very soothing.”
A new Bray Ave member working in Georgina’s team is James from Edmondson Park, who found the Wolli
Valley bushcare teams on the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service website.
“I’m interested in the environment. I’m on a gap year before I go back to Uni. It’s pretty nice down here, all the
greenery. And the people, of course. When I started here, I helped pull out lots of vines that were choking the
billabong. Then we could start to see all the new native trees starting to come up. Now, when I see any Morning Glory anywhere, I just want to pull it out!”
Shili Huang from Kogarah has been coming for six months.
“I started here last July, when I came to volunteer with a friend. I like nature, I like hiking, so it’s a very nice
thing to do to come and volunteer here. This is a good group to volunteer in.”
Shili also works in the bushcare group on the Undercliffe Track site on Friday mornings.
It’s a wonderful time of year to be working in the bush and the groups are friendly and easy. All volunteers
are welcome to each site. Tools are provided and there is someone at each site to help the less experienced. There’s masses to learn if you wish and definite rewards in seeing sites improve over time.
The company’s good, morning teas great and there you are, helping the bush towards recovery.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GIVE BUSHCARE A GO,
CONTACT GEORGINA ON BUSHCARE@WOLLICREEK.ORG.AU
Undercliffe bushcare group with Pat Thomas
They meet on Friday mornings, once a month

ANNUAL DINNER FRIDAY 18TH OCTOBER
Speaker will be Associate Professor Dieter Hochuli

The Vital Importance of Insects in Remnant Bushland
“The simple facts are that the world is dominated by plants that seem to spend their life interacting in all manner of ways with the most species-rich group of animals on the planet - insects.”
The guest speaker this year will be Associate Professor Dieter Hochuli, who leads the Integrative Ecology
laboratory in Biological Sciences at The University of Sydney. He will speak about the importance of insects
and associated invertebrates in remnant bushland around Sydney. As we don’t yet have much information
about invertebrates in the Wolli Creek Valley, his talk will no doubt be very interesting.
THE VENUE IS THE SAME AS LAST YEAR

ARNCLIFFE SCOTS SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
29 BURROWS ST ARNCLIFFE
Our Annual Dinners are not only interesting and a great chance to win raffle prizes, but are also a good way
to meet other members. Book now at $55 per person by direct deposit to our account: BSB 032067 Account
288295. Please include your surname and “dinner” as identifer and send an email so we know to look for the
deposit. Or book via Eventbrite on https://bit.ly/2YYUEbh.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH NATIONAL PARKS
SIGNED APRIL 29 2019

Our first MOU with NPWS was signed in 2007 and
we have now recommitted to this and updated its
content. This cooperative agreement was originally
initiated by WCPS in anticipation of NPWS becoming
the landholder for the whole Wolli Valley bushland in
the near future.
Twelve years later with the Wolli Creek Regional Park
getting closer to completion, we want to make sure
we are on the same page regarding conservation
work, management issues and policies. We look
forward to our ongoing co-operative agreement with
NPWS to continue the excellent conservation work
being carried out in the Valley.
If any members are interested in viewing this MOU
please contact us at info@wollicreek.org.au

Bushcarer Su Kennedy with Ben Khan,
National Parks Area Manager

Snoozing bat at the daytime camp

Female with young hanging on

Rescued mother and baby

BIG NOCTURNAL BEES
The Secret Life of Bats

From article by Simone Fox Koob, Sydney Morning Herald, APRIL 22 2019
We’ve included some excerpts from this excellent article about
the life of Grey-headed Flying-foxes
The link to the full story looks like it is no longer available

www.smh.com.au/national/big-nocturnal-bees-the-secret-life-of-bats
They're maligned as fruit thieves, disease carriers and even friends of Dracula. But there's a lot more to these
mysterious creatures than meets the eye. Where do bats come from every night? Where are they going?
It’s dusk and, in the moments after the sun dips below the skyline, the city’s night flyers flood the sky. In its
own way, the nightly aerial show is a majestic sight.
Flying foxes occupy the ever-shrinking forests and woodlands along the east coast, from Cairns, down
through Bundaberg, Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast, into Sydney and in Victoria.
Flying-foxes sleep during the day. Hundreds of bats, hanging upside down, will snooze in the sunlight, attached to branches by their feet, which have a locking mechanism so they can hang effortlessly. About 20
minutes after sunset Flying foxes take off en masse. Up in the air, they navigate using major waterways and
highways to guide them in their search for food.
“Think of them as big nocturnal bees,” says Brend, “pollen and nectar is what they are after.” If they can’t
get nectar or pollen, they will find fruit. And this is where they can make enemies, munching on fruit crops or
orchards or gardens in their search for dinner.
But they’re an integral part of the ecosystem, playing a major role in the regeneration of native hardwood
forests by long-distance pollinating as they disperse seeds during their travels.
They are our most important long distance pollinators.

FEMALES WITH YOUNG CAN FLY UP TO 45 KM A NIGHT LOOKING FOR FOOD
A SINGLE FLYING FOX CAN SCATTER UP TO 60,000 SEEDS IN ONE NIGHT
More and more people are coming to appreciate the spectacle of the nightly fly-out out and how lucky
we are to share our city with this amazing animal.

,Abi painting bat faces

Deb watches the start of the fly out

BAT WATCH PICNIC IN TURRELLA RESERVE
About 500 people came to watch the fly out in March

A big thanks from the committee to everyone who helped out on the night. A particular thanks to Deb Little for
coordinating the picnic again. We had a legion of helpers with face painting, kite making and bat construction,
who worked hard to help the many children who came with their families. Estimates gave the crowd at about
500. We received $171 in donations on the night and the Society has donated $200 to Inner West Wires for the
costs of the food needed to look after injured bats. See you next year!
Tegan Waldren sent us her feedback: “Hi there, I just wanted to say thank you for holding such a wonderful event last night - my two young sons and I all had a wonderful time, the crafts were fantastic and so well
planned. And best of all it felt like kids were truly welcomed. Thank you to all the organisers and volunteers.”
Bat counters Laura, Geoff, Julie and Jessica

MONTHLY BAT COUNTS
We do monthly counts of the Flying Foxes as they fly out from their camp at dusk to go foraging for food. The
latest count was about 8,000, which means some have already started to move north for the winter. In May, Julie,
Geoff and Jessica came down to Turrella Reserve to give our monthly bat count a go.
Julie said: “I’m quite impressed that the bush is still here, as Geoff and I are nature lovers. We’ve taken the
grandkids down to see the bats before and now we thought we’d give bat counting a go.”
Jessica: “It was quite a spectacle. I’ve never seen anything like it. I want to come again!”

WCPS T-SHIRTS If you would like a t-shirt please let us know
Shirts are $25 each. The order form is available at
www.wollicreek.org.au/wp-content/wolliupload/WCPS-T-shirt-Order-Form.pdf
or via our website and the links About Us > Support Us
We will be printing as soon as we have sufficient orders to make it financially viable.

SCHOOLS AND PRE SCHOOLS

Environment Projects for Children in the Wolli Creek Valley
Abi Curtis

In memory of the late Neil Rankin, known as the ‘Birdman of Wolli Creek’,
this award is to recognize the excellent work being undertaken to foster
children’s enjoyment and understanding of the natural world

Prizes up to $300

ELIGIBILITY

• A project undertaken by school-aged children with their school, class,
community group or as an individual project
• Project already completed this year or due to be completed by Sept 2019
• Open to preschools, primary schools, high schools, childcare facilities, and
community organizations in the suburbs surrounding the Wolli Creek Valley
• Nominations accepted from parents, teachers, childcare staff, students
and members of the general public

CRITERIA

The project should aim to:
• provide practical, hands-on opportunities for children to experience and
care for the natural environment as part of their day-to-day activities
• encourage creative expression and use new and novel ways of engaging with the natural environment
• involve children in the research, planning, and carrying out of the activities
• increase children’s knowledge of their local environment
• where possible, involve the local community and the use of local resources for excursions and activities,
such as the Wolli Creek Valley.

EXAMPLES

• Create a bird-friendly playground or Australian natives garden.
• Environmental curriculum development which includes excursions into the
local Wolli Creek Valley as an ‘outdoor classroom’.
• Individual or group project utilizing the Wolli Creek Valley for an art, science, history or geography project.

SELECTION

Successful projects will be assessed
by an independent advisory group
Awards and prize money will be
presented in October 2019

CLOSING DATE FOR NOMINATIONS

Friday, 2 August 2019

For entry forms and further information
please contact us at

info@wollicreek.org.au

AUTUMN WALKS
Laura Zusters

RECENT WALKS

On 27th April, Gina and Heather led a walk From Bardwell Park to Tempe, via the Girrahween Track and up
Nannygoat Hill. The walkers enjoyed the trip in the bush and learnt a lot about the valley.
And on 19th May, Ute led a small group on a 5km guided walk along the full length of the Wolli Creek Valley
section of the Two Valley Trail, stopping off at Judy’s lovely cottage in Jackson Place.
Francis: “It’s great to learn the history of the Valley and how it was saved. Otherwise we’d just be walking
through, which is lovely in itself. But this knowledge makes such a difference.”
Bridget: “It’s the ‘resident power’ that I like. I had no idea so many people had worked for so long to stop
development and save the Valley.”
Yasmin: “I’d walked in the Tempe end before, but I had no idea the forest in the middle is so beautiful.”

WALK COMING UP 22ND JUNE

Gina and Heather will lead a leisurely morning walk through this bushland area. We will walk from Bexley
North to Turrella. Starting at 9.00am till about 12 noon.
Bookings are essential as we have limited numbers.
Email info@wollicreek.org.au to express your interest in attending.
Further details www.wollicreek.org.au/a-winter-walk-program-in-the-wolli-creek-valley

DOWNLOAD WALKING TRACK MAP

Ute’s walking group take a break at Judy’s place
to learn about the history of the valley

FUNGI FORAY 6 APRIL 2019
From Dave Noble’s blog

Participants met in the morning at the picnic tables at Girrahween Park to sign in and get a safety briefing.
They took samples of what they had picked back to the park to have them identified by the experts.
David Noble took many great photos of the fungi they found.
In his blog, David said,
This was an interesting morning spent at Wolli Creek, surveying the fungi, with the Sydney Fungal Studies
Group, and also the Wolli Creek Preservation Society.
We met at Girrahween Park at Earlwood, and then divided into two groups. One headed upstream and one
downstream, both surveying along the Two Valley Track. I was in the group that walked upstream. We found
quite a range of fungi, including some waxcaps and also some corals.
Both groups met back up at Girrahween Park for lunch, and then we spent some time discussing and
identifying the fungi we had collected. Before leaving, I headed downstream a short way to photograph
some white coral fungi (probably Clavaria fragilis) that had been observed by the other group.
One the way back, I noticed a nice cluster of Lichenomphalia Chromacea
More photos, together with links to identifications, can be found on David’s blog.
http://www.david-noble.net/blog/?p=28847

Callicoma in flower on the Girrahween Track, Oct 2018

Mistletoe Bird feeding its young

Sea Eagle on island near bat camp
Photo by Ute Foster

BIRDS IN THE VALLEY
CALLING ALL BIRD LOVERS AND CITIZEN SCIENTISTS

Do you love birds and want to learn more?
Want an excuse to spend a couple of hours in the bush each month?
Come and join a monthly bird survey

“But I don’t know much about birds”

Not a problem, most of us didn’t know much about birds when we started but it’s amazing how fast you learn
“OK, but I am not sure I have the time”
It’s only one morning per month, usually an early weekend morning, depending on the site and the team

“What is the point of the Surveys?”

Survey Data is entered into the Atlas of Living Australia (ALA), a collaboration between CSIRO, Australian
museums, herbaria, universities and the Australian Government to make our long-running bird records we
have from the Wolli Creek Valley available to people all over the world

“How do I find out more?”

Contact Ann Fardell, Coordinator of Wolli Birds, annfardell@iinet.net.au

SEA EAGLE ON THE HUNT

In late April, several walkers noticed that the Flying-foxes in the camp were often more agitated than usual.
Normally they sleep peacefully during the day. But people reported that they were really noisy, alarmed and
many were wide awake. This is often the sign of a predator nearby, like one of the local Goshawks or a fox.
Near the bat camp, a sharp-eyed Catherine Keyzer spotted a raptor which she thinks was an enterprising
Sea Eagle, hoping to catch itself a good feed.
Ute’s walking group also spotted the Sea Eagle near the bat camp on 2 April.
“Not sure if this is news, but I had never seen a sea eagle in Wolli Creek before. The bats were very noisy as
we approached. The sea eagle was in the railway land.”

BIRDS IN BACKYARDS

Local citizen scientists who participated in the Backyard Birds counts over the last couple of years may also
have read the wonderful ‘Your Backyard Birds’ book by Grainne Cleary. It’s a great read.
Grainne is now writing a second book “about how we connect to urban nature and its importance in our lives.
I am looking for stories about how you connect with nature where you live, in your local parks, in cities or
towns where you work or do the shopping. Stories about your encounters with urban wildlife, for example
possums, rats, frogs, magpies, blue tongue lizards or brush turkeys.”
Keep your stories under 800 words and send to Grainne at clearygr@tcd.ie.

KAYAKING UP THE CREEK
Laura Zusters

With the help of the River Canoe Club, about twelve kayakers set off in perfect April weather from the Cooks
River Club House to venture up the hidden bends of Wolli Creek. On a full high tide they glided past the
mangroves on the lower stretches up to Turrella Reserve. Guide Deb Little then took them to see the Fish
Ladder at the footbridge, the Flying Fox colony and up to the top of Nannygoat Hill for views across to Botany
Bay. Participants learnt about the history of the valley and how the area has changed from Chinese market
gardens and horse paddocks to a Regional Park now owned by New South Wales National Parks.
Belinda and Mark from Dulwich Hill travelled in their two person kayak.
Mark: “We’re already keen kayakers, but didn’t know we could come up Wolli Creek. When you are on the
creek, you lose yourself. You forget you’re in the inner west. Now we’re going to join the Society.”
Belinda: “We’ve walked on tracks around here. But you get such a great different perspective on the creek
from the water.”
Darrin and Mariella brought their two young boys over from Marrickville to come kayaking.
Mariella: “I loved it, very peaceful. We normally walk the Cooks River but had no idea how beautiful it is here.”
Darrin: “How do we join the Society?”
The boys had a slightly different perspective: “We didn’t have breakfast and we’re starving!”
Diana and Ken were equally impressed.
Diana: “I saw your ad on facebook. Better than I expected. Awesome.”
Ken: “I expected we’d be going in a straight line. It was surprising. I really enjoyed the experience.”

WE ARE PLANNING TO RUN KAYAKING TRIPS AGAIN IN NOVEMBER

ANNUAL MIGRATION

In late April, quite a few residents of the Valley heard
a familiar cheeping up in the air. Flying overhead were
hundreds, and sometimes thousands, of Yellow-faced
Honeyeaters using the valley as a much-needed wildlife
corridor in their annual autumn migration north along
the Great Divide.

Yellow-faced Honeyeater

They will be returning south in spring,
so keep an ear out

MEMBERSHIP
Family One Year $15
Individual One Year $10
Concession $7
Group Membership $30
Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 067
WCPS Inc 288295, with your
SURNAME and RENEW in
the description line
Email membership@wollicreek.org.au to
confirm years and any donation included

The Off Track program on Radio National played a sample of birdsong recorded by Laura on the Girrahween
Track on her iPhone. An expert identified the bird calls.
The Wolli Creek segment starts about 17 minutes in.

www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/
earworms-eight/11019522

CALENDAR
Bush Regeneration

June 1, 9, 12, 14, 15. July 6, 10, 14, 19, 20.
August 3, 11, 14, 16, 17. September 7, 8, 11, 20, 21

Details via bushcare@wollicreek.org.au, website calendar or phone Georgina on
9957 2284. Always check in case of changes at short notice.

Bat Counting

Generally, third Friday of each month, just after sunset

Bird Surveys

Teams are doing regular monthly surveys of bird species and
numbers present They work to their own timetable, but we can get you

For up-to-date details, join the bat group email list by contacting bats@wollicreek.org.au and come along to see the fly-out or join in the counting

involved on a team if you contact birds@wollicreek.org.au

Committee Meetings

July 22, September 23

Planning Meeting

Usually held once a year in February. Community Development

Guided Walks

Saturday June 22, 9am – 11am. Numbers are limited. For further
information and to register email info@wollicreek.org

Inner south-west CDF, suite 1, Ground Floor, 11–13 Hartill-Law Avenue
Bardwell Park. All members are welcome to attend the meetings, but
notification to WCPS is essential due to security at the building.
Forum offices, Ground Floor, 11–13 Hartill-Law Avenue Bardwell Park.
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