
By the community, for the community

Sydney Water is reconsidering the location of its 
Odour Control Unit (OCU). Their flyer dated 13 
September was recently distributed in this area.
GOOD NEWS   Sydney Water will be assessing its new 
choice against the Option W proposed by the Wolli Creek Pres-
ervation Society. To see Option W go to:
http://www.wollicreek.org.au/wp-content/wolliupload/Option-W-210731.pdf.

BAD NEWS   While Sydney Water has claimed to WCPS that 
their new proposal “alleviates all the concerns that have been 
raised”, no indication of it is given in even the barest terms. If 
they really have such a solution, why aren’t they showing it?

GOOD NEWS   Sydney Water is informing local residents 
about potential changes to location and timing of construction.

What is Sydney 
Water doing?

BAD NEWS   Sydney Water has not provided the community 
with a list of who they see as stakeholders in this issue. WCPS 
has given Sydney Water its proposed list of stakeholders, and has 
been given a ‘partial’ list in return that leaves out many signifi-
cant groups. Sydney Water’s list could be very ‘partial’, as in not 
impartial.  

Relevant groups omitted so far include residents on Bayview 
Avenue. Residents there and in the Unwin St area are yet to be 
invited to nominate representatives to be included as stake-
holders in the proposed workshops. In any case, is stakeholder 
status a matter that should be decided by the proponent of a 
development? 

1. Why does WCPS oppose the Odour Control Unit? 

It doesn’t. WCPS agrees that the OCU is essential infrastructure and accepts 
Sydney Water’s view that Unwin St is the best available location in this part 
of the sewer system. 

We do strongly object to the originally proposed location (their Option 
A), which would have: cut into the natural rockface of the Bluff; destroyed 
bushland lovingly restored by WCPS volunteers; and marred views of the 
heritage Victorian engineering of the sewer aqueduct. But most importantly, 
it would prevent the connectivity of the Wolli Valley bushland and it would 
reduce the amount of bushland included in the Wolli Creek Regional Park.

These are our concerns to be ‘alleviated’ – merely meaning ‘made less’. Oth-
ers have other concerns and we have addressed those in Option W. Sydney 
Water has not said what its concerns are re location.

2. Why is Sydney Water not handing over land to the Re-
gional Park?

Sydney Water is handing over land it owns under Highcliff Road, but this is 
not the land in question. Sydney Water owns two blocks of land at the Bluff 
where its sewer aqueduct crosses over Wolli Creek. One block carries the 

sewer line until it disappears into a tunnel under the Earlwood ridge; it con-
tains essential sewer-related assets and is not sought for the Regional Park. 

The other block is covered in remnant bushland and forms an essential 
link between Wolli Bluff at the end of the ridge and the remainder of the 
Regional Park bushland. The main sewer line passes under it and then under 
the Bluff. A subsidiary line joins it from along the Wolli Valley, again under-
ground. This line is common in much of the Regional Park. WCPS has not 
been made aware of any other assets affecting this block. Virtually the whole 
of it could be made over to the Regional Park.

3. Why is Sydney Water planning to build the OCU in the 
Regional Park?

We don’t know. We have provided an alternative (Option W) that meets our 
concerns, provides protection for Unwin St residents, reduces impacts on 
Bayview Avenue and provides for cheaper and easier access for both con-
struction and maintenance, than the Option A Sydney Water was pressing 
(and is still picturing in its recent flyer). Maybe it’s just because they can, or 
maybe it’s a determination to hold onto land they currently own (but they 
are wholly Government-owned, so it is really public land), or maybe there 
are other reasons that they are just not prepared to disclose ...

ODOUR CONTROL UNIT ISSUE

Frequently Asked Questions

• Sign the petition opposing Sydney Water’s original location; it’s at:
https://www.nature.org.au/get-involved/take-action/save-wolli-creek-regional-park/.

• Show your support for Option W by sending an email to Sydney Water 
– follow the guide at: 
http://www.wollicreek.org.au/wp-content/wolliupload/Imfor-Guide.pdf.

• Write to WCPS and Sydney Water if you feel your own concerns are 
not being addressed and spell them out to:
info@wollicreek.org.au and 
CATHERINE.MULLINS@sydneywater.com.au.

• Nominate yourself or another resident to be a resident representative 
for Bayview Avenue or for Unwin St; let us know at:
 info@wollicreek.org.au.
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Option A
Sydney Water’s original site proposal
Option A cuts into bushland and rockface, removes 
bushland from Wolli Creek Regional Park, and disrupts 
connectivity of Wolli Valley bushland for its flora and fauna. 
The preliminary design included a 14m vent stack, taking it 
close to the ground level of Bayview Avenue residences.

Option W
Wolli Creek Preservation Society’s 
revised proposal on alternative site
Option W is closer to Unwin St, but further from Bayview 
Avenue residences; it provides for some spatial separation 
and a sound barrier. Its vent stack is high above nearby 
residences.

Option A (SW’s original) and Option W (WCPS) in wider context


