SEPTEMBER 2005

SOCIETY’S SUPPORTERS TURN OUT FOR NATIONAL TREE DAY

Planting for Wolli’s future
O

n National Tree Day (July 31) more
than 30 supporters joined in the
Society’s efforts at the Bray Avenue wetland, organised under the aegis of Planet
Ark. With great support from Canterbury
City Council staff, and a welcome visit
from Mayor Robert Furolo to join in the
planting, we settled in 288 plants from
groundcovers to trees. We also enjoyed
the great winter sunshine and a sausage
sizzle provided by Council.
Of course, the drought is a threat to
the survival of the plants, but Council’s
water tanker has enabled almost all of
them to survive to mid-September at
least. After two to three years, our planting will enable us to remove the weed
barrier growing behind them, improving
and protecting the integrity of the wetland
community down below.

RECENT EVENTS

Chullora Wetland visit
A small group of us made our way to the
top end of the Cooks River at Chullora on
Saturday 11 June to see the artificial wetland there. This has converted a mere water
detention basin in an industrial area into a
nutrient filter for the river and a haven for
birds, frogs and some fish. The conversion
has been the project of the South West Enviro Centre (SWEC) and has taken a lot of
pushing at State bureaucracies and pulling
of cash from their coffers. The wetlands are
well worth a visit already, only five years
into the project, if you are ever over in that
direction. For access (only when SWEC
volunteers are working on site) and location
details ring Irene Jones 9771 3864.
Much of the energy behind this achievement has come from Gary Blaschke of

SWEC, who has also been the major force
in the Botany Bay and Catchment Alliance,
of which the Wolli Creek Preservation Society is a member. Gary has put a tremendous
amount of time and his own resources into
the environmental causes dealt with by
these two organizations and it is with much
regret that we have learnt of his understandable decision to leave Sydney and focus
on yet another of his many concerns, The
Surfrider Foundation which provides surfing experience for the disabled. We wish
him well.

Cooks River catchment
public forum
Thirty-five or so people from across the
Cooks River Catchment assembled on Sunday

Catchment Management Authority Chair Bob Junor speaking on the role of the CMA.

19 June at Marrickville’s Borgia Centre to hear
Bob Junor – since confirmed as the initial Chair
of the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment
Management Authority – speak about the
CMA’s vision for, and
role in, the catchment.
The CMA is a state
government body with
limited funding and
powers and a wide
brief – its responsibiliCMA head Bob Junor ties include Sydney
Harbour/Parramatta
River and Georges River/Botany Bay as well as
the Cooks catchment.
However, its ability to bring together players and funds from state and local government
and from the community signals a new chapter
in efforts to improve local waterways and
to reduce impacts on them. The Society has
been working closely with the CMA staff to
make gains for the Wolli and Bardwell Creek
catchments, and, so far, is well pleased with the
results. Nevertheless, past experience cautions
us to maintain full-on community effort – the
earlier Catchment Management Committees
and Catchment Management Boards have been
disbanded in the past and state governments
do change.
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bushland news
remain, including footings thought to be for
a tennis court! We are treating these as potential heritage items and will not be clearing
much into this area for many years.

Site inspection

WCPS supporters planting native plants at
Bray Avenue on Tree Day.

Bush regeneration at
Bray Avenue
Finally we have a grant from the Cooks
River Foreshore Improvement Program to
support our work at Bray Avenue. This has
already enabled us to:
• buy extra tool sets (so we can now add
more volunteers!);
• hold a training day for volunteers (we
hope to run another next April); and
• have a professional bush regeneration
team support our work and begin removing the larger privets from the wetland
area.
The site is already dramatically different
from when we began two and a half years
ago, though much remains to be done.
Historical air photos have shown us that
the wetland is actually an artificially created
billabong, formed when the Hartill-Law Avenue bridge was built in 1949. At this time
a bend in the creek was cut through so that
it flowed under the new bridge. The ramp
up to the bridge on the northern side was
then built over the former bed of the creek.
This has left a long narrow wetland where
the remainder of the old bed is, open at the
upstream end. (It has also left an odd bit of
Rockdale Council land (the old southern
bank area) stranded in what has usually been
thought of as Canterbury’s area!)
The photographs also show the old farm
buildings close to the former stream bank
and the driveway into it, which runs close
to the Swamp Mahoganies on our site. The
area of the old buildings is now very heavily
weed infested, but remnants of the buildings

For those interested to see and understand
the present site and the work we are planning
for the future, there will be a site inspection
tour at 10.30 am on Sunday 16 October. To
register for this please contact Peter on 9554
3176 or via info@wollicreek.org.au by 7
October.

The missing link
(see June Update)
With great assistance from Conservation Volunteers Australia, over six days, we
have cleared a first version of a high-level
walking track from Illoura Reserve to the
Bray Avenue grassland. The track is still in
development and needs further work before
we can declare it open. However, now that
we can better access the area, we will be able

REJOIN NOW
FOR 2006

Our membership is for the calendar
year, but to aid your committee with
financial calculations etc and to
enable it to focus on recruiting new
members, it really helps if you renew
at this time of year. So, please, act
now – an application form is enclosed
with this hard copy version of the
Update and you will be financial to
the end of 2006. (Email members
will also receive their usual copy, in
glorious colour, electronically.)

to survey the native plant remnants and consider longer-term plans for bush regeneration work. We can already report that there
are considerable areas of natives among the
stretches dominated by weeds and that native birdlife is thriving in there.
We will hold a working bee on Sunday 9
October to remove further rubbish, get out
some small weed piles and do some track detailing. For a chance to inspect the track and
to contribute to its improvement please join
in from 9 am to 3 pm. For details of where to

meet and what to bring, please contact Peter
on 9554 3176 or via info@wollicreek.org.au
before 5 October.
There is a major stormwater drain outlet
causing serious problems in this section of
the valley, and we understand that Canterbury City Council may be seeking funds
from the federal Community Water Grants
program to enable this to be tackled sooner
rather than later. What is needed is to filter
out street rubbish and to rework the stream
banks, which have the potential to be a very
attractive rocky passage, already provided
with some grand old Paperbarks along its
course.

Future work
The Society has applied for two further
grants to support our bush regeneration
work:
A one-year grant under the Cooks
River Foreshore Improvement Program for
further work at Bray Avenue for designs for
rubbish trapping and bed stabilisation for
the stormwater channel feeding the wetland
from Bray Avenue itself and parts of HartillLaw Avenue.
A three-year grant from the NSW Environmental Trust for work between Bexley
Road and Illoura Reserve – the third priority
area in the Plan of Management for the Wolli
Creek Regional Park. The RTA, which still
owns nearly all of this land, initially offered
us a licence to work in only half of the area
involved, but, we are told, after our further
appeal, will include the whole area. This
is important because lying outside the area
offered is most of a large patch of native
orchids, needing weed removal to protect
them, and a magnificent solo Scribbly Gum,
the only one we know in the Wolli Valley
(though there are some in the Bardwell Valley), which needs to be cleared of vines and
to have space made at ground level to allow
replacement seedlings to develop. The badly
weed-affected stretch of Coachwood trees
and Water Gums (both rainforest species
and rare remnants) along the creek may also
extend outside the initial area offered.

Book now for the Wolli Creek Annual Dinner
FRIDAY 21 OCTOBER
Our speaker this year is Martyn Robinson
St George Rowing Club
of the Australian Museum on …
Levy Street, Arncliffe
6.30 pm
$35 per head

Booking form with this Update
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Sex & romance
in a spineless
LOVE LIFE OF
world THE
INVERTEBRATES

Wolli Creek Valley – an outdoor classroom
E

nvironmental education has always been
an important aspect of the Society’s work
and over the years we have been involved in
many exciting projects. Unfortunately, lack
of time limits the level of involvement of our
members. We consider that the most productive way for us to assist schools is to provide
information and encourage teachers to tap
into the Society’s many and varied publications and use our website.
On occasions Society members are able
to provide personal assistance to schools.
Recently this has happened for two schools.
At Undercliffe School, teacher Sam Nadile,
who has a long-standing interest in environmental education, is using Wolli Creek
Valley as the theme for a special, twelveweek Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA)
project.
Approximately 18 children from Year 3
to Year 6 have chosen to participate in the
program. They will go on excursions to the
valley and through observation, research
and photography will record the impact
of human settlement on the valley and the
creek. Their records will then be used ot
create a Power Point presentation to show to
the school. In the spirit of CAPA the project
will encourage individual creativity and by
incorporating technology, the ideas and observations of all children will be integrated
into the group presentation.
Society member, Judy Finlason, spoke
to the children about the valley and special
features of the Undercliffe area.
Another inspiring project involves
eight local primary schools: Arncliffe PS;
Arncliffe West Infants PS; Athelstane PS;
Bexley PS; Al Zahra College, Arncliffe;
Al Rissalah College; Lakemba, St Francis
Xavier’s, Arncliffe; Our Lady of Fatima,
Kingsgrove, with two children from each
school participating.
The schools’ objective is to provide an
activity which brings together a group of
children representing different cultural
backgrounds, in order to promote community harmony and mutual understanding. The
specific project was developed by children’s
author Nadia Wheatley and artist/designer
Ken Searle. Using the Wolli Creek Valley as
a case study, Nadia and Ken are seeking to
help the children discover harmony within
themselves and amongst each other, by exploring the bush and recording their discoveries in collaborative artwork and writing.
There is a particular focus on the harmony of
bio-diversity, and the harmony which existed for thousands of years between traditional
owners and the environment.
Nadia writes: Ken and I would like
to thank Peter Stevens and Judy Finlason
for helping us prepare for the bushwalk. We
know that the children as well would like to
thank Judy for taking part in the great day.
As the children now begin to write their accounts of the journey, a number are mentioning Judy in their stories.

Childrens’ author Nadia Wheatley points out features of the Wolli Creek Valley to students.

forthcoming events

Saturday October 22

Birdwatching Walk
9 am – 12 noon
The Wolli Valley has recorded over 25 per cent of
the bird species known for NSW – phenomenal for
its size and location and largely due to its role as
one of only a few remnants in the heavily urbanised
SW of Sydney. They won’t all be seen in this walk,
which will be focussed on introducing beginner
birdwatchers, and those who wish they were, to
the habitats and birds of Wolli. To celebrate Bird
Week Experienced birdwatcher and bander, Alan
Leishman, will lead a free morning bird walk
from Bardwell Park to Turrella for members of
the Society. A variety of bird habitats will be
encountered along the way and Alan will give tips
on bird identification and what to watch for, where
and when. To register for the walk contact Peter on
9554 3176 or via info@wollicreek.org.au as soon
as possible.

Sunday October 23

Wildflower Walk
9 am-12 Noon
Ever wondered where to find Egg and Bacon
in the bush? And just where are those Cheese
Trees hiding? Then come for a walk through the
“smorgasboard” that is the beautiful Wolli Creek
Valley. Fellow native plant enthusiasists, Ross
Rapmund and Melissa Lane, will take you through
the bush from Bardwell Park to Nannygoat Hill
at Turella (and return) and provide information
on the plants we encounter, their often unusual
names and their relationships with the local fauna.
A great chance to start or add to your knowledge
of local native plants. To register, contact Peter on
9554 3176 or via info@wollicreek.org.au as soon
as possible.

Saturday November 19

Wolli from Creek to
Crest
9 am – 1.30 pm. Cost $25
A repeat of our very popular joint event with
the River Canoe Club at Tempe and a great
opportunity to combine a look at Wolli Creek

from the water (by kayak – introductory training
given) and from above (on foot up Nannygoat Hill
after the leisurely paddle from Tempe to the weir
at Henderson St, Turrella). A limited number of
kayaks are available for hire, but reconfirmed
bookings from last year mean you have to be fast
to get aboard! To register, contact Peter on 9554
3176 or via info@wollicreek.org.au.

Oral history project
The Wolli Creek Preservation Society is conducting an Oral History Project to enhance historical
knowledge about the Wolli Valley and the changes
it has undergone in living memory. The Project
seeks information from those with past associations with the Wolli Creek region, particularly the
elderly, and long term residents, to fill in gaps in
knowledge about the region held by the WCPS and
local area studies. We are keen to locate more people with interesting memories – are you happy to
be interviewed, or do you know someone else who
would be?Suitable interviewees would either:
• have lived in the Wolli Creek region for a long
period of time, especially if they are elderly
and so have historical information not available in the known records, or
• have moved to another area, but grew up in the
Wolli Creek area, or
• often visited the area throughout their lifetime,
or
• have memories from their relatives or friends
who have since passed away.
Participating interviewees will be asked their
permission to allow the recordings to be donated
to the Oral Histories Unit of the Mitchell Library,
the Local Area Studies Unit at Campsie Library,
in addition to the Wolli Creek Preservation Society. The WCPS is also seeking people interested
in recording oral histories, to help to preserve the
memories of local residents in the Wolli Creek and
surrounding area for future generations. Beginners are welcome, we hope to be able to offer
introductory training if an application for a supporting grant is successful. If you would like to
participate in the project, or can suggest a suitable
interviewee (perhaps yourself), or are interested
in learning to conduct some of the oral history
interviews, please contact Jacqueline Schroeder
on: Tel: 9385 1448; Mob: 0423 844 600; Email:
jschroeder@unsw.edu.au.
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creek issues roundup

Southern bank

RailCorp has responded to our concerns
about Pampas Grass stands growing near the
junction with the Cooks River. However, their
contractor was a little over-enthusiastic (to put
it mildly! – and also cut down all the native
Phragmites reeds, and pretty much everything
else in the area). But they did remove two large
Canary Palms (exotic) and RailCorp assures
us that there was very little native vegetation
in the area and we know that the Phragmites
will regrow. RailCorp intends to undertake
major plantings into the cleared area and we
have urged their staff to ensure that locallysourced stock is used for the purpose.
In the Bexley North area we are hoping
to gain access for weed removal and rubbish
clearance during weekend trackwork on October 22 and perhaps, in one already fenced-off
area, during the week of 10-14 October. This is
a test run to see if WCPS, with CVA back-up,
can do useful work within the area – the creek
itself is much more accessible from the southern side. If so, RailCorp will look at establishing temporary, or even permanent, fencing
separating off their operational corridor from
Bexley North to Bardwell Park, so that we can
do more work and the southern bank can be
managed for (low-growing) native vegetation.
To take part in this work call Peter on 9554
3176 or via info@wollicreek.org.au before 5
October.

CREEK – to build a local ownership element
onto the earlier EPA general campaign around
the slogan ‘The Drain is only for Rain’. Your
ideas and your help with this project would be
most welcome, contact Peter on 9554 3176 or
via info@wollicreek.org.au.

M5E discharge to Wolli
Creek
Advice from the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) reveals the
very unsatisfactory situation on the treated
water discharged to the creek from seepage,
floodwater, spillage and general detritus in the
M5E tunnel. Not only is the monitoring of the
discharge quality left to the tunnel operators,

Sewers and drains
There have been at least three sewer overflows in the Wolli catchment in the last three
months – at Girrahween Park, in Coolibah Reserve (requiring Bardwell Creek to be flushed)
and between Illoura Reserve and Bray Avenue
(discovered by accident while preparing our
new access track). This is well above any acceptable level, though it no doubt reflects the
age of the infrastructure and the increasing
population in the catchment depending on it.
We are still yet to receive any further information about the exact route of the sewers
in the two valleys – despite repeated requests
to Sydney Water – or the upgrade program we
have been assured is in the offing.
But we do now have drainage maps from
the Councils and from Sydney Water covering most of the Wolli and Bardwell catchment
areas. We hope to begin ‘ground-truthing’
these maps by checking them against actual
inlets and outlets to the streams and creeks
involved. This may enable us to locate significant sources of street rubbish. We are also
looking to begin stencilling drain entrances,
car park areas etc with an educational slogan – currently worded FOR RAIN ONLY
– FLOWS TO WOLLI (or to Bardwell)

A Great Egret
photographed
at the
Henderson St
footbridge.

but so too is the setting of the quality criteria
for the discharge! Thoughts of Dracula and
blood banks arise.
Apparently, DEC believes that if there are
no complaints and no fish kills, then there is
no problem and the environmental risk posed
by the discharge doesn’t warrant a licence, or
even the independent setting of criteria for
the discharge. So we cannot expect any rapid
changes to this regime of leaving it to the
operators and may have to wait until there is
a major incident before any closer regulation
is considered. This is an issue with implications for all the other tunnels going in around
Sydney. Meantime, we have asked the RTA to
provide us with the regular monitoring data
provided by the operators to complement the
stream health studies reported below.
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Weir at Henderson Street,
Turrella
We are anticipating that during 2006 we
may see the installation of a fishway to overcome the barrier to fish movement to upstream
spawning grounds that the weir represents. A
joint proposal from Rockdale and Canterbury
Councils and the Fisheries section of the
NSW Department of Primary Industry has
been submitted for funding from the Cooks
River Foreshore Improvement Program to go
with other funding promised by the Sydney
Catchment Management Authority.

Stream Health
Meanwhile, the contract for the collective
Councils’ RiverScience project we are supporting (see June Update), has been let to a
research team from the Australian Catholic
University led by Neil Santilan. Work will be
underway during the summer months so you
may see boats on the Cooks River and in the
tidal reaches of Wolli. A report on the project
is to be presented to a public forum early in
2006 and we hope to provide details in our
February Update. If you want to be sure of being informed or you have a particular interest
in the project please communicate with Peter
on 9554 3176 or via info@wollicreek.org.au.
Our project with Sydney Water support to
study stream health above the weir through
sampling invertebrates is moving along, but
still has room for a few more volunteers to
take part (training provided). If this is for
you, please contact James Sen Gupta on 9599
9457 or via jamessen01@yahoo.com.

Dates for your
calendar
(See details elsewhere in Update)
9 October – Working bee on Illoura
track
16 October – Bush regeneration at
Bray Avenue + Site inspection tour
21 October – Annual Dinner
22 October - Birdwatching walk
23 October - Wildflower walk
2 November - Annual General
Meeting: 7.30 pm Community
Development Organisation 11-13
Hartill-Law Ave, Bardwell Park
19 November - Kayak trip
20 November - Bush regeneration at
Bray Avenue
18 December - Bush regeneration at
Bray Avenue

