


Gsqnrk yt 22

We have two community planting events

coming up in the next period. We only do

plantings of plants from locally sourced

seeds and we do them on the fringes of

existing bushland, typically in areas that

have been under grass or weed cover. The

plantings serve three functions. They:

A provide a better barrier to dumping and
undirected intrusion

A introduce greater native biodiversity to an
area much disturbed in the past

A provide a seed orchard of the planted
species for future seed collection.

Our plantings this year will be on:

A Sunday 30 July, 9-12 am at Johnston St
Earlwood

A Saturday 9 September, 9-12 am at Bray
Avenue, Earlwood

We would love to have you come and help

get our natives into the ground T webve had

fantastic success with last yearés planting,

despite the prolonged drought. You need to

register in advance though so that we can

give you more details and keep a handle on

numbers. Contact Peter on 9554 3176 or via

info@wollicreek.org.au.
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Bush regeneration volunteer teams are now
working on three days each month (weather
permitting!) and progress continues to be
good, though it is important to keep a long
perspective and to recognise that 50 years
of neglect may well take 50 years of repair
work. In a recent audit of our work at

Bray Avenue wetland, State Government
representatives were (suitably!) amazed at
how much had been achieved with so little
funding T a welcome pat on the collective
back for the team there. A great addition

to our work in recent times has been the
stepping forward of additional volunteers to
provide the bush regen folk with a morning
snack and hot drink (particularly welcome
in these colder months). Thanks to the four
who have taken on this role so far; we have
room for more at the rate of one morning tea
every two months. Let Peter know if this is
something you could take on.
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B All the Old Man Banksia (Banksia
serrata) plants we have seen from Bardwell
Park to Bexley North are dead, which is
tragic, but we have been lucky to ynd some
cones with seeds still in them. Marrickville
Community Nursery has been able to grow
over 20 seedlings so far from the cones
collected, baked, and stripped of seed (some
of it mouldy).

B The Coachwood (Ceratopetalum
apetalum) trees near Bexley North are a
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rainforest species very rare in the Wolli
Valley. Work is going on to free them from
vines and other exotic weeds pressing on
them, but we havendt been able to see, let
alone collect any seed. But the trees have
produced loads of seedlings nearby (too
many to survive) and a number of these have
been successfully collected and potted up
and are thriving so far.
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We had a successful day of corporate
volunteer labour with Westpac workers

on 26 May. Good ynancial support from
Westpac enabled us to ensure that this

was professionally supervised and well-
resourced. Some 24 bags of rubbish and
weeds plus an equal volume of larger
dumped items was collected by the
complement of 15 people working on the
day as well as an 11 metre long pile of cut
privets etc, all removed by Canterbury City
Council. The day enabled initial work to be
done on a good stretch of the Undercliffe
Track between Jackson Place and Wave
Rock. (If you dondt know where those are,
ités time you came on one of our membersd
walks! Next one in Spring.) We hope to have
more of these corporate days in the coming
year. An earlier Westpac group worked like
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Popular Canterbury MP Linda
Burney has agreed to speak at our
Annual Dinner which is set for
Friday 20 October at the St George
Rowing Club on Lower Wolli (or
Cooks River, if you insist). Make
sure itds in your diary as you would
hate to miss this event by double-
booking yourself.

Trojans on business Clean-Up Day in March
to remove street and dumped rubbish from
the Richard Avenue stormwater drain outlet.
Some rubbish is back with the recent rains,
but in much more manageable amounts.
Maybe a proper stream name for what was
(and still is, really) a side creek tributary of
Wolli Creek would gain more respect T any
suggestions?

Psgepw riihih xs {svo epsrkwihi
GZE xieqw
In our ongoing cooperation with
Conservation Volunteers Australia, teams of
theirs will be working with us again from
July, after a break. Ités always good to have
some locals to work alongside these groups
from CVA and if you want to join in for all
or part of their days (9-3 roughly, on six
weekdays during July) please contact Peter
on 9554 3176 or at info@wollicreek.org.au
for details.

During the break in CVA availability
a number of members assisted in their
stead with a key project in the Bardwell
Valley organised by the local branch of the
Australian Plants Society. They have asked
us to pass on the following message.

fiThe City-St. George Australian Plants
Society/Bardwell Valley Bushcare Group
would like to thank all the folk who helped
us plant along our creek at Binnamittalong
on Saturday 22 April and the following
Saturday. Our major project for the year
would not have been possible without all the
wonderful help that we received over the two
days.

fie have now planted 845 grasses/
lomandras to stabilize the creek bank, 385
on the yrst Saturday and 460 on the second,
which is remarkable in anybodyés language
and | am sure everyone concerned will feel a
sense of achievement.

fiA little bit on history about
Binnamittalong may be of interest to the
participants. The APS St. George group (as it
was then) was formed in 1969 and two of the
members, Ginger and Hilda Herbert, lived
in the house near where the plantings were
undertaken. They considered the whole area
their backyard, planting and maintaining the
gardens, and according to all accounts the
area looked absolutely magniycent under
their care. Unfortunately, after many years
they were unable to continue the task, moved
on to retirement and from this point the
gardens were neglected, with Lantana, Privet
etc taking over. The St. George branch took
up the challenge about 8 years ago to restore
the gardens to their former glory, and we
have been working at this project ever since.
The restoration of the creek bank is a major
part of this restorationo.










