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As some of you will know, the Wolli 
Creek Preservation Society has been 

working with other community groups 
(Friends of Ewen Park and the Mudcrabs) 
on an exciting project called the Two-Val-
ley Trail. This is a 12km walk through 
bushland and parkland from Bexley 
North via the Wolli and Cooks River Val-
leys to Campsie (or vice versa!). 

The ambition is to ensure that the route 
is safely negotiable on foot, without de-
tracting from natural bushland settings 
(Wolli), and resolving multiple-use issues 
(Cooks River). The ultimate aim is to fos-
ter the preservation of our great resource 
of bush and riverland, through developing 
community awareness.

The overall project envisages web-
based and hard-copy walk guides; an up-
dateable guide to refreshment resources 
along the trail; teachers’ notes to help 
schools incorporate use of the trail into 
the K-6 syllabus; a program of shorter 
guided walks on or attached to the trail; 
and, far from least, a photographic ex-
hibition emphasizing the many positive 
images there are of the two valleys (we’ve 
seen quite enough of the negatives), that 
might travel, go onto the web, form the 
basis of a calendar of images! 

We are very keen to have people seek 
out and take good photographs to contrib-
ute to this last item. Please let us know if 
you take some and we’ll put you in touch 
with the working group.

Members from the three groups have 
walked the route in two stages, looking 
at the problem areas. As a result of these 
walks in December and early February, 
we have formed a steering committee of 
volunteers to take the concept forward 
and specific groups to develop various 
aspects of the overall plan. We have also 
made approaches to other organisations, 
and are meeting with appropriate officers 
from various councils. 

In particular, we will be developing 
educational resources (historical, envi-
ronmental etc) suitable for both the gen-
eral community and schools. 

If you would like more information 
about the Two-Valley Trail, or would 
like to be involved, please get in touch 
by email to info@wollicreek.org.au or by 
phoning Peter on 9554 3176.

Two-Valley Trail project takes shape

On 13 January, while walking in the valley, I spotted a big Eastern Water Dragon (Physignathus 
lesueuri) on the creekbank near Nannygoat Hill. As far as I am aware, this is the first sighting 
of this species in the valley for many, many years. Certainly, I had never seen one during thou-
sands of hours spent in the valley since 1980, nor am I aware of anyone else having seen one.

I raced home for my camera and fortunately the dragon was still in the same spot when I re-
turned. Strangely, my lizard was an almost undifferentiated pale brown colour and without any 
of the strong markings usual to the species. It was also, pretty clearly, a pregnant female. At 
first I wondered if it might be a subspecies, but inquiries revealed that the pale brown colour-
ing was the normal result of the lizard’s old skin lifting slightly before being shed and indeed, 
within ten days I spotted her in her vivid new livery a few metres from my original sighting.

Has she swum up here from Cooks River or perhaps come down from the Bardwell Valley? Has 
there been, all along, a small cryptic population surviving along Wolli Creek? I’d be most inter-
ested to hear from anybody else who has recently seen the species in any of these catchments. 
I can be contacted on 9567 8502 or at leegavin@brushtail.com.au.  • GAVIN GATENBY

The dragon 
is back!

Charles Briers, a long-term 
member of the Wolli Creek 

Preservation Society and founding 
member of Residents Against 
Polluting Stacks Inc (RAPS), 
passed away at his home, on 
Monday, 29 January. Charles will 
be remembered for his integrity 
and sense of fairness and his 
tenacity in fighting the RTA plans 

A tenacious fighter against the stack
to build an unfiltered exhaust stack 
in the Wolli Creek Valley. His 
leadership was inspirational, as was 
his wicked sense of humour. Sadly, 
we’ve lost a wonderful, gentle man 
and another Wolli warrior.

Charles is survived by his wife, 
Gina, and their sons, Adam, Paul 
and David.
• Judi Rossi, Public Officer, RAPS Inc.

IN MEMORIAM
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tend to have wide distribution and, while the 
group’s studies have largely been in Lane Cove 
and the eastern suburbs, what is presented will 
have relevance for Bardwell and Wolli Valleys 
as well. 

This is your chance to learn more, solve some 
identity problems and ask questions. WCPS 
needs a fungi ‘expert’ of its own! The business 
part of the meeting will be from 6.30, with the 
talk expected to start at 7.15. It will be held in 
the committee room, upstairs from the Library 
at Rockdale Town Hall.
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Bird Group activities
2007 is planned to be an important year 

for Wolli Birdwatchers. With the publication 
by the Society of Neil Rankin’s Birds of 
Wolli Valley in 2006, we plan to build on the 
information contained in this book through 
regular bird surveys, a ‘snapshot’ day and 
online information-sharing, including Wolli-
specific bird information and links to the Birds 
in Backyards surveys.

We are currently forming groups to regularly 
survey various sites in the valley, starting with 
the sites where Neil Rankin collected data. 
Please contact birds@wollicreek.org.au if you 
are interested in participating, or coming along 
to learn more. You only need to commit for a 
few surveys each year. You can also email this 
address with any interesting or unusual bird 
sightings in the valley and join an email listing 
of like-minded fellow members to receive 
similar information from others. 

Later in the year, we will have another 
‘birdwatching for beginners’ walk in the valley 
(28 October), and a ‘snapshot’ day, where we 
will get as many people as possible to count 
birds in the valley at the same time! Register 
your interest in the snapshot day with Sue 
Stevens via birds@wollicreek.org.au

Fungi talk
The City-St George branch of the Australian 

Plants Society, among its other activities, 
organises bush regeneration volunteers in 
the Bardwell Valley bushland and so is very 
important to this Society. We are working 
toward having their bush regeneration 
information hosted on the WCPS website, with 
info and links to their other activities. 

One of these is of some interest to us all: 
on Friday March 9, their meeting will feature 
Don Gover, President of the Sydney Fungal 
Studies Group. He will be talking on fungi-
hunting in Sydney; some common fungi; and 
mushrooming tips. 

Members of the group have been responsible 
for discovering and describing many new fungi 
species in New South Wales in recent years. 
Research into fungi remains primitive when 
compared with plants and there is a lack of 
published material – with no books focusing on 
NSW fungi alone (unlike other states). Fungi 

wildlife notes

Orange spotted tiger moth (Amata 
annulata). Voren O’Brien

Reptiles and 
invertebrates on the 
website

And while on the subject of the website…
..there have been additions to our local 
photographs of the reptiles in Wolli (we 
are still searching for a good shot of a local 
Red-Bellied Black Snake – do you have one?) 
and an exciting link to a new collection of 
photographs and details of invertebrates 
(bugs, beetles, butterflies etc) posted by 
new member Voren O’Brien – all taken in 
excellent detail in the Wolli Valley. A great 
aid to identification problems and a route in to 
learning more.

Annual Dinner 
hears Greens’ 
candidate on  
climate change
The 2006 Annual Dinner was again held at 
the St George Rowing Club. The venue and 
staff were great, and I think we have found 
our hospitality home there!

The crowd had swelled on previous years 
with 74 guests in attendance, keen to hear 
the trials, tribulations and most importantly 
the successes of 2006. The Annual Dinner 
is a time to celebrate past achievements 
and exciting future plans. Everyone in the 
room felt they had made a contribution and 
were encouraged to continue to support the 
Society. It was a great opportunity to connect 
with other Society supporters and to share 
stories and make new friends.

This year’s guest speaker was NSW Greens 
candidate and Education Spokesman, John 
Kaye. John’s keynote address focussed on 
the current energy and climate debate and 
was powerfully in favour of a nuclear-free 
Australia. 

Many thanks to the organising committee 
for another fabulous event and to everyone 
who donated raffle prizes on the night. We 
raised over $600. 2007 is shaping up to be 
another busy year and this year’s Annual 
Dinner on October19 to be another highlight 
of the social calendar, with Linda Burney on 
a promise to be our speaker!

• Kalina Koloff

AGM & new 
constitution
The Annual General Meeting of the Society 
was held on 1 November, 2006. Officers and 
members elected are set out below. Jenny 
Druce, last year’s President, has stepped 
down because of family health problems, 
but will attend meetings when she can. All 
members are welcome to attend committee 
meetings as observers – advance notice 
would be appreciated as we meet in a small 
room! Meetings are now held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month (except December) 
at 7.30 pm and run for about two hours.

President – Peter Stevens;   
Vice President – Gavin Gatenby 
Minutes Secretary – Paul Fitzgerald  
Treasurer – Yvonne Singleton 
Public Officer – Deb Little
Members: Emma Lane, Melissa Lane, Alan 
Leishman, James Sen Gupta, Ramona Sen 
Gupta, Robyn Tassicker, Judy Finlason, 
Deb Little

The meeting also passed without 
amendment a Special Resolution approving 
a new Statement of Purpose and Constitution 
for the Society. An electronic copy will be 
provided in response to members’ email 
requests and a hard copy in response to 
written ones.

Saturday 24 February 1-3 pm Cooks River Forum, Canterbury-
Hurlstone Park RSL.

Friday 9 March 6.30 for 7.15 pm (Aust Plants Society) Fungi talk, 
Rockdale Town Hall (see above).

Saturday 24 March 8.45 am -1 pm AND Sunday 27 May 8.45 
am -1 pm: Two free-to-members’ walks from Bexley North to 
Undercliffe. An environmental and historical commentary will be 
provided. Pre-registration essential, contact Peter on 9554 3176 
or via info@wollicreek.org.au. New members especially invited. 
Get to know more of the Valley’s remarkable bushland.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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The Wolli Valley for kids
Going Bush
by Nadia Wheatley and Ken Searle. To be published by Allen and Unwin in March 2007. 
32, roughly A4, pages, with an anticipated price of $30.

This book is not your standard story aimed at primary school children. For one thing, 
it’s a real story about real kids going bush in places that readers can visit themselves, 

not just read about, and doing 
things that others can do too, while 
remaining full of imagination and 
creativity. For another, it contains 
much information that most adults 
will not know, particularly about 
Aboriginal use of local natural 
resources. Thirdly, it offers 
teachers associated notes (available 
from a website) to assist them 
undertake similar adventures with 
their own classes. While it is based 
on a bushwalk in our own Wolli 
Valley, the underlying approach 
would be readily applicable to other areas for those willing and able to undertake the 
necessary local research. And, finally, it is just one end-product of a project to build 
awareness of harmony with the land and with each other that involved students from 
eight local schools, Catholic, Muslim and secular (State).

The book has great artwork and uses very simple and direct, yet uncondescending, 
language, incorporating a lot of material from the children’s own pictures, poems 
and statements. Visually stunning, it also conveys an intense experience of one short 
stretch of the Wolli Valley that may give new eyes even to those already familiar with 
it. Together with the teachers’ notes, it makes a great contribution to resources for the 
educational use of the valley, a growing theme of the Society’s work.
• Peter Stevens

Nadia writes about the places and their history. It is really interesting for children 
and all ages. She worked with other people and children. She let the children say 

what they felt about the trip from Turrella Reserve to Girrahween Park. I liked that 
they got children from different nationalities and schools. 
The map on the inside of the cover is the path they took, but there are others in the 
Wolli Creek. The one they took wasn’t the toughest. I liked the combination of the 
photos and the pictures. I liked the one in the cover the most because they have the 
photo of the children and all the path leading back to the park. 
The title was strange when I first read it but after I read the book it made sense to me. 
It was strange because I thought it was about a place far away from Sydney, never 
occurred to me that “going bush” could be done so close to my home.
• Daniel Hargraves, 9 years old, Earlwood.

Note from Isabel (Daniel’s mother): 
Daniel read the book quickly and found it easy to understand. On the other hand 

Esmir (6 years old) was forever in each page asking where the things described were 
and who the children in the photos were. She really liked the pictures. 

I learnt a lot about the Wolli Creek reading it and loved the idea of children from 
different schools getting together for an excursion co-operating, instead of competing 
against each other at sport. 

I really liked the idea of drawing as opposed to taking photos because you 
“concentrate on the shapes of the land for a much longer time”. In these times of fast-
living, it is important to teach children that it does not need to be like that all the time.

Availability   The Society intends to have copies available for inspection and sale at 
Society events and at local festivals and we will happily accept advance orders – we 
may be able to deliver to you or arrange for a pick-up. Let us know via PO Box 270 
Earlwood 2206 or info@wollicreek.org.au if you want to order a copy – we don’t yet 
know what postal charges will be.

BOOK REVIEW

Kayak trip
You will recall that really hot Sunday in 

January (the 21st). Well, an intrepid group 
of 12 set out from the NSW River Canoe 
Club on the Cooks River at Tempe station 
to paddle kayaks up the tidal section of 
Wolli Creek.  There were 8 members of 
WCPS, 3 experienced members of the club 
and two WCPS guides – one on the water 
to relate the history and vegetation of the 
creek as we paddled upstream, and one 
at the Henderson Street Weir to relate the 
history of the settlement of the area and the 
weir itself.  Previous kayaking events such 
as this have included a climb to the top of 
Nanny Goat Hill, but given the heat of the 
day we all decided to forego the climb, and 
rested for a while at the weir.

Most of the group had never paddled a 
kayak before, but a brief training session 
– how to stay safe on the water, how to 
get in and out of the kayaks and how to 
steer – inspired us to set out.  There was 
a cool breeze on the water and it proved 
to be an informative and very enjoyable 
experience.  After the trip, the washing 
and stowing of the gear, we were treated 
to a lovely light lunch at the Club House. 
Another kayak trip will probably be held 
in November.

• Chris Miles

Vandalism in 
bushland

There have been a number of cases of 
vandalism in the bushland areas of the 
valley over the past year or so, involving 
bad damage to trees, apparently by 
ripping braches off or hacking with a 
machete or hatchet. Most recently these 
have taken place below Nannygoat Hill 
(see picture) and we are putting signs 
in key places asking that the trees be 
protected because of the disease likely 
to occur with such damage, and the 
potential loss of their value to wildlife of 
all kinds. Please report any such damage 
you see to info@wollicreek.org.au and 
help us educate those responsible.
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We have a volunteer researching the dates 
and locations of local Festivals – things like 
the Newtown and Earlwood Festivals – events 
at which it would be good to have a visible 
Society presence (table, banner, publications, 
handouts). Now we need someone willing to 
help by ensuring that those who hold them, 
bring the things needed to the various events, 
essentially a job of co-ordination. Probably 
5 or 6 events a year. Offers to Peter on 9554 
3176.

bush 
restoration 
work

For  more on Wol l i  Creek ,  v is i t  us  onl ine at  w w w.wol l ic reek .org .au

Danielle Rankin, a long-term 
member of the Wolli Creek 

Preservation Society and widow of 
Neil Rankin, the Birdman of Wolli 
Creek, passed away on 28 September 
2006.

Danny served on the committee of the 
Preservation Society for many years and 
was a stalwart of the Society through its 
difficult fight against a surface freeway 
through the Wolli Valley. The photo record 
of community events she made remains as 
a significant record of this struggle.

Following Neil’s death in 2001, Danny 
moved to Dudley in Newcastle to be 
closer to her family. Typically, in spite of 
her advanced years, she became active 
in community affairs including the local 
LandCare group.

Danny Rankin came from a French 
Huguenot family who left New Caledonia 
shortly before WWII and settled in 
Sydney. Her father was the first Frenchman 
in Australia to rally to General de Gaulle 
after the defeat of France in 1940 (for 
which he was later awarded the Legion 
d’honneur). 

Danny trained as a teacher and was 
posted to Crookwell Rural School, in the 
NSW Southern Highlands, where she 
met Neil Rankin in the late 1940s. After 
their marriage, the Rankins settled in 
Sydney where Neil pursued a career as a 
headmaster and schools inspector. 

The death of their youngest son, Peter, in 
1979, brought a profound note of sadness 
into the family’s life. Peter had displayed 
great promise as a herpetologist, but 
he died after falling from the rainforest 
canopy in New Caledonia while on a 
collecting expedition with the Australian 

Museum. In his memory, Danny and Neil 
raised money to start The Peter Rankin 
Fund, which is today the richest such fund 
administered by the museum. It awards 
grants to young herpetologists for research 
into Australian lizards, snakes and frogs.

In 2004 in memory of Neil Rankin the 
family, at Danny’s instigation, donated 
$5000 to the Wolli Creek Preservation 
Society for an annual award for childrens’ 
environmental education projects in the 
valley.

In 2006 Danny was diagnosed with 
an aggressive, inoperable, cancer. In 
September a few days before her death 
she summoned her friends and family to 
a “pre-wake” at the Dudley Miners’ Hall. 
There the Marseillaise was sung on honour 
of her French heritage. She is survived by 
her sons Philip and Bruce.

A stalwart of the fight to 
save Wolli Valley

Danny Rankin, May 2006.

IN MEMORIAM
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Another grant     
and great work by 
the volunteers

We have obtained a small grant, this 
time from the Dept of Lands, for some 

bush regeneration work on Crown Land just 
east of Girrahween Park. The $3,000 grant 
will not go far and is less than we sought, 
but will enable some professional team work 
supplemented by volunteer labour to extend 
the area that has been worked by NPWS staff 
within the park.

We have been helped by Westpac corporate 
volunteer teams in an area just east of 
Jackson Place, where we have been able to 
hire experienced National Trust supervisors 
to oversee the work. Two NT staff have now 
sought to do some voluntary work to follow up 
on the primary work done by the corporates 
and they will be joined by some of our own 
volunteers on Friday February 23. We would 
like to form a regular group to work in the 
Undercliffe stretch of the valley (Jackson 
Place to Tempe), but have yet to fund the 
necessary supervision. If interested in either 
of these activities, please contact Peter on 
9554 3176 or via info@wollicreek.org.au.

With assistance from Conservation 
Volunteers Australia, we have begun work 
to improve the track from Turrella Reserve to 
Jackson Place – often very slippery after rain 
and rather overgrown in the lower section. 
We’d dearly like to find a volunteer with the 
tools and skills to cut some steps up a couple 
of steeply sloping sandstone rocks. Any offers 
to Peter as above.

We’d love to have a sandwich board to put 
up at some of our sites while working, so 
that it is clear who we are (not day release 
prisoners, despite what we might look like!). 
Is there a member with the skills and time to 
produce such a thing? For more details call 
Peter as above.

Cooks River Forum
The Cooks River Valley Association has 

organized another forum to again focus the 
attention of politicians on the Cooks River, 
in an election year. The forum is on Saturday 
February 24, probably before your receipt 
of this Update. It will be from 1-3pm at the 
Canterbury-Hurlstone Park RSL Club on 
Canterbury Road. We hope to provide a report 
on the event in the next Update in June.

Volunteer opportunities
And we’d like to undertake a simple survey 

of the membership to get more feedback on 
what activities are of interest to members, 
what information they find useful, whether we 
are running the right campaigns etc. If anyone 
has some skills in this area, we’d love to hear 
from them – we’d like to get the survey out 
with the September Update.

Offers on either of these would be 
welcomed by Peter on 9554 3176 or via 
info@wollicreek.org.au.
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