
	Term 
	Meaning
	Other Comments

	biodiversity
	Different living things.  The variety of all life forms: plants, animals, the genes they carry and the eco-systems in which they live
	

	ecological sustainability
	The capacity to maintain the quality of societies and environments
	

	ecology
	The study of the relationships between living things and their environment
	

	ecosystems
	Communities of living things and their surroundings
	They contain a system of overlapping relationships called, ‘food webs’ which are dependent on simpler ‘food chains’.

	environment
	Surroundings
	

	food chain
	A diagram that shows the sequence of plants and animals and who eats what
	

	food web
	A diagram that shows feeding relationships between plants and animals
	The direction of the arrows indicates who eats what

	genes
	Parts of cells in living things that carry inherited characteristics
	

	habitat
	The environment where a plant or animal grows best
	

	natural environment
	Water, air, living things, earth and sunlight
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Note: The meanings correspond with the Glossary in the NSW Board of Studies, HSIE, K-6 Syllabus
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